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Abstract

This study adopts a comparative approach to investigate the concept of
"expiation of sins" (takfir al-kaba'ir)—a theological concept denoting
the erasure and nullification of the deleterious effects of transgressions
through righteous deeds. In Islamic theology, takfir is a concept rooted
in scriptural texts that emphasizes the role of devotional acts and ethical
commitment in eliminating the consequences of sin. Accordingly, good
deeds (hasanat) can, under certain conditions, bring about the remission
of evil deeds (sayyi'at). Correspondingly, in Christian theology, although
the terminology of takfir in its Islamic sense is not employed, concepts
such as '"redemption" (fida), "salvation" (najat), and "atonement"
(kaffara) occupy a central position. These doctrines rest upon the
presupposition that Christ's death on the cross is the cause of divine
forgiveness and the sole means of deliverance from the consequences of
original sin and individual transgressions. The present study, employing
a descriptive-analytical method, undertakes a comparison of these two
paradigms. The findings indicate that while in Christian theology the
human role in the process of salvation is marginalized, Islamic theology,
by emphasizing individual agency and responsibility, delineates a
dynamic mechanism for forgiveness. Consequently, the necessity of
rethinking Christian perspectives and the superiority of the Islamic
model in establishing a nexus between human free will and divine
forgiveness will be emphasized..

Keywords: Forgiveness, Expiation, Redemption, Islam, Christianity.
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Abstract

This study examines Allameh Mesbah Yazdi's perspective on emerging
spiritualities in a descriptive-analytical manner. Through an analysis of
his works, the article endeavors to investigate the origins of emerging
spiritualities, elucidate their differences from the Islamic approach, and
analyze their consequences. Allameh holds that emerging spiritualities
are rooted in Western civilization and spiritual disillusionment, and
that by promising easier access to tranquility and spiritual power, they
lead the youth astray. In contrast to authentic Islamic spirituality, which
emphasizes servitude and proximity to God, emerging spiritualities
predominantly pursue the acquisition of a state of spiritual superiority.
He explicitly asserts that false spiritualities cannot serve as a substitute
for religion or guide humanity to true perfection; rather, he regards them
as snares of Satan that endanger religious doctrines and lead human
life astray. This research demonstrates that, in his view, countering the
cultural-educational influences of these spiritualities is realized through
several categories: 1. Elucidation of the epistemological foundations of
religion; 2. Role-modeling and encouragement of the youth; 3. Attention
to authentic sources; 4. Constructive engagement with the youth; 5.
Attention to supplication and religious devotions.

Keywords: Spirituality, False Mysticism, Religion, Allameh Mesbah Yazdi,
Emerging Spirituality, Western Culture, Shahid Motahhari.
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Abstract

This study analyzes the concept of "the wish for death" (tamanna al-
mawt) in verse 6 of Siirat al-Jumu‘a and elucidates the reasons for the
Jews' refusal to accept this Qur'anic challenge. The aim is to re-read the
verse within an interdisciplinary framework utilizing Olson's theory of
"collective action." The central problem is why the Jews defied this demand
despite their claim to "exclusive guardianship" (wilaya). The research
employs an analytical-comparative approach with a combined method
(exegetical, historical, and theory-driven). The findings indicate that "the
wish for death" can be formulated along four axes: 1. An instrument for
measuring attachment to the world and purity of intention; 2. A divine
test for evaluating true faith and its connection to righteous action; 3. A
critical approach in confronting claims of superiority and exclusivism; 4.
A manifestation of mubahala for exposing unfounded claims. In Olson's
theory, the Jews' refusal to wish for death is an instance of "free-riding"
and "individual rational calculation" vis-a-vis collective costs; the Qur'an,
by raising the cost of the claim to guardianship to the level of life itself,
reveals the hidden logic of their collective behavior. "The wish for death,"
beyond theological challenges, serves as an analytical tool for examining
the behavior of religious groups—a novel and interdisciplinary reading of
the Qur'an in conjunction with modern social science theories.

Keywords: Wish for Death, Q 62:6, Collective Action Theory, Free-Riding, Public
Good, Exegeses of the Two Sects.
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Abstract

The narrative of the ritual of human sacrifice by the Achaemenid magi has
always provoked extensive debate. Although ambiguous documentation
of this ritual remains in ancient Iranian evidence and Greek sources,
an examination of various sources pertaining to Indo-Iranian peoples
demonstrates that this ritual was a customary practice among them, and
that there existed a profound and striking similarity in its features. It is
noteworthy that among other Indo-European peoples as well, we find this
ritual with the same identical characteristics. Accordingly, the problem of
this research is to investigate the origin and nature of the human sacrifice
ritual in the Achaemenid period and its connection with the beliefs of Indo-
European peoples relating to the Earth Goddess. This research, based on
a qualitative method of data analysis with a comparative approach and on
a documentary or library-based method of collection, concludes that the
origin of the human sacrifice ritual in the Achaemenid period is rooted
in the beliefs of Indo-European peoples, in which, upon entering a new
land or initiating a new war, a human sacrifice was offered to the Earth
Goddess. Extensive evidence from mythological, ritual, linguistic, and
archaeological documentation confirms its Indo-European origin.

Keywords: Human Sacrifice Ritual, Earth Goddess, Indo-European Beliefs, Indo-
Iranian Beliefs, Earth Worship.
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Abstract

Mutual refutation writing between Muslims and Christians has been the
most significant form of interreligious encounter in the Islamic realm
since the early centuries of the Hijra. This style of writing constitutes a
component of the science of milal wa nihal (religions and sects), which
sought to comprehend various religions and denominations. Despite
this remarkable precedent among Muslims, the study of religions in
contemporary academic circles is regarded as a purely empirical discipline
with non-religious origins. In this article, employing a descriptive-analytical
method and direct consultation of extant refutations by Muslim authors—
particularly those against Christianity—we endeavor to highlight certain
foundations and presuppositions of Muslim authors that could serve as
a preamble to the formulation of an Islamic science of religions. Matters
such as the possibility of certain knowledge, the validity of transmitted and
rational knowledge, human free will and servitude, the common nature
shared among human beings, divine unity (tawhid), the authority and
incorruptibility of the Qur'an, and belief in the prophethood and infallibility
of the divine prophets are among the most important presuppositions and
foundations upon which Muslim refutation writers have relied and which
could pave the way for presenting a desirable model in the Islamic science
of religions vis-a-vis the Western science of religions.
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Tawhid.
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Abstract

One of the principal elements of modern Western civilization that has
encompassed both the world and humanity is modern Western science.
Modern science, including the human sciences, possesses its own
specific epistemological, ontological, anthropological, and axiological
foundations and is rooted in them. The acceptance of these sciences
necessitates submission to these foundations and presuppositions. This
study, employing a descriptive-analytical method, seeks first to identify
the anthropological foundations of modern science and subsequently
to critique them in light of an exposition of their consequences and
implications. Based on the findings, the anthropological foundations
of modern science—which include naturalism, the negation of
ultimate purposes and ends, anthropocentrism, individualism,
mechanomorphism, and the reification of the human being—entail
consequences such as alienation, spiritual crisis, nihilism, lifestyle
transformation, the destabilization of the family institution, and the
projection of a dangerous future.

Keywords: Anthropology of Modern Science, Foundations and Presuppositions,
Results and Consequences.
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Abstract

Despite the prevailing claim in psychological and sociological studies
concerning the separation or antagonism between spirituality and
religiosity, it remains unclear to what extent this dichotomy reflects the
lived experience of religiosity in the West and to what degree it constitutes
a theoretical construct. This article aims to investigate the origin,
evolution, and consequences of this dichotomy. It employs a "systematic
critical review" method for the collection, refinement, and analysis of key
sources, and at the level of interpretation, draws upon Reinhart Koselleck's
approach to "conceptual history" (Begriffsgeschichte) in order to
reconstruct the trajectory of the semantic transformation of "spirituality”
in relation to 'religiosity" within Anglophone-American societies.
The research data comprise contemporary texts from three domains—
psychology, sociology, and religious studies—spanning the period from
1950 to 2020 CE. A critical examination of these works indicates that
the dichotomization of religion/spirituality is predominantly a product
of humanistic psychological theorizing and post-secular sociological
discourse, and that it has acquired conceptual utility for explaining
transformations in modern religiosity. Conversely, contemporary religious
studies have moved toward a continuum-based and non-antagonistic
understanding, emphasizing the overlap between spiritual and religious
strata. The study concludes that the opposition between religion and
spirituality is, rather than a social reality, an analytical construct within
the discourse of modern human sciences.

Keywords: Spirituality, Religiosity, Conceptual History, Conceptual Construction,
Religious Studies.
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Abstract

The "Jehovah's Witnesses" movement is one of the contemporary Christian
currents that has experienced significant growth in Latin America in
recent decades. This research examines how apocalyptic beliefs and group
discipline work in tandem to construct a distinct religious identity for the
members of this movement. The present study, employing a qualitative
and analytical method, examines the organizational texts of Jehovah's
Witnesses and sociological sources on religion in order to elucidate the
manner in which identity boundaries are formed and in-group cohesion
is maintained. The findings indicate that belief in the imminence of the
end of the world generates a sense of urgency and deep commitment that
leads to the acceptance of internal discipline. This collective discipline,
through the observance of behavioral rules, peer monitoring, and regular
participation in proselytizing activities, draws a pronounced social
boundary between members and the surrounding society. Ultimately, the
combination of these apocalyptic beliefs with organizational discipline
plays a key role in maintaining the stability and reproduction of the distinct
identity of Jehovah's Witnesses in the social context of Latin America.

Keywords: Jehovah's Witnesses, Apocalyptic Theology, Collective Discipline,
Religious Identity, Identity Boundary-Making, Latin America.
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