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Abstract

Any book claiming a divine origin insists on being heavenly and
infallible. The heavenly books of Muslims and Jews likewise claim to
be divine and incorruptible. This article, using a descriptive-analytical
method and a comparative study of the aspects of the inimitability (ijaz)
of the Qur’an and the characteristics of the Old Testament, examines
these claims. By proposing a “three-step rational argument” for proving
inimitability (reports of the unseen, absence of contradiction, and the
unlettered nature of the bringer), this article argues that these three criteria
are foundational—explicitly affirmed by the Qur’an and also endorsed
by reason. When the unlettered nature of the bringer is added to other
aspects of inimitability, it a fortiori places the Qur’an beyond human
capacity, making the claim to produce a text like it impossible even in
conception. In contrast, the Old Testament lacks such features. Not only
does it not claim inimitability or challenge (tahaddi), but an examination
based on the same three steps (definite reports of the unseen, absence of
contradiction, and the unlettered nature of the bringer) shows that this
book does not meet the necessary conditions for being a miracle. The
presence of contradictions and the book’s own explicit acknowledgment
of corruption refute any claim to its infallibility and inimitability.

Keywords: Aspects of Inimitability (I'jaz), Unlettered Nature (Ummi) of the
Bringer of the Book, Holy Qur’an, Old Testament, Incorruptibility of
Scripture.
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Abstract

Suffering is a fundamental experience, and its epistemology in different
religions shapes attitudes toward it. This article, using a descriptive-
analytical method and a comparative approach, examines the epistemology
of suffering and its implications in Buddhism and Islam. The aim is to
explain the sources, tools, criteria of truth, the object of the knowledge
of suffering, and their epistemic consequences. The findings show that in
Buddhism, the knowledge of suffering is based on personal experience,
meditation, and intuition, with the goal of liberation from suffering
through understanding its pervasiveness in existence. The criterion of
truth is individual experience and ethical principles, with implications
such as individualism and empiricism. In contrast, Islam draws on diverse
sources such as innate disposition (fitrah), reason, revelation, and the
senses. Suffering in Islam is not necessarily evil; rather, it is a divine
test and an opportunity for growth and proximity to God. The criterion
of truth, depending on the type of suffering, is direct knowledge (‘ilm
hudiir), reason, or revelation. This perspective entails theocentrism
and rationality, rendering suffering meaningful within the framework
of divine wisdom. Consequently, Buddhism, emphasizing experience,
seeks to escape suffering; whereas Islam, with a theocentric view, regards
suffering as a meaningful part of the path of spiritual development.

Keywords: Epistemology of Suffering, Buddhism, Islam, Experience,
Revelation, Reason, Epistemological Implications.
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Abstract

Feminist theology, which places women at the center of its epistemology,
holds that Christianity and some of its doctrines (such as Christology and
Mariology) serve to subordinate women and privilege men. Mariology
in feminist theology is closely related to Christology and the doctrine of
salvation, forming the subsequent link in the chain of Christian discourses.
Mary Daly, one of the most significant figures in radical feminism,
criticized the Mariology of classical theology, prompting some Christian
theologians to respond to her. This article, using an analytical-descriptive
method and a brief review of the views of scholars in feminist theology,
seeks to understand what consequences classical and traditional theology
in the field of Mariology has had for religious and social attitudes toward
women as a whole. It concludes that feminist theologians, especially
Mary Daly, by pointing to characteristics such as submissiveness, absolute
obedience, and virgin birth, not only consider the Virgin Mary not to be
emulated but also see her as reinforcing the subordination of women.

Keywords: Radical Feminism, Mary Daly, Mariology, Christology, Subordination
of Women.
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Abstract

The contemporary world faces a deep rupture between individualistic and
isolationist spiritualities on the one hand, and justice-seeking movements
lacking spiritual and moral foundations on the other. Existing theologies—
whether traditional, liberationist, or Christian resistance theologies—
face limitations such as abstractionism, economic reductionism, neglect
of the sacred dimension, or the lack of a constructive horizon. This gap
necessitates the presentation of an integrated social theology. By creatively
reviving “futuvva or Javanmardi” (spiritual chivalry) as an Islamic-Iranian
civilizational heritage, this article proposes a theory of “Javanmardi-
Based Theology of Transcendence-Building.” In this paradigm, (spiritual
chivalry) provides a comprehensive framework for linking spirituality,
justice, and progress. Drawing on reason on the one hand, and Qur’anic
sources and the conduct of the Infallibles (peace be upon them) on the
other, while being inspired by historical institutions of futuvva, this
theology outlines a three-dimensional civilizational path comprising the
Greater Jihad (inner liberation), the Lesser Jihad (external resistance),
and the Jihad of Establishment and Construction. Realizing this theory
requires new institution-building, the creation of an educational system
that nurtures chivalrous individuals, and an ethics-centered resistance
economy. Its ultimate goal is to offer a “comprehensive system of life”
that rejects reductionism and seeks to build a just and transcendent society
within the horizon of a new Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Theology of Transcendence-Building, Liberation Theology, Resistance,
Javanmardi (Futuvva), Justice, Progress, Spirituality.
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“the study of religious faith, practice, and experience; especially: the study of God
and of God’s relation to the world” (Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, s.v. “theology”)
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Abstract

Political Zionism, which from the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries emphasized encouraging Jewish immigration from Europe and
other parts of the world to Palestine and regarded mass immigration as
the only way to establish a Jewish state, went to great lengths to find the
necessary ideological tools. One such tool was the discovery of the Dead
Sea Scrolls. Unlike the Nag Hammadi library, these scrolls not only did
not undermine Jewish faith or the core beliefs of Zionism but also affirmed
that Jews must cease living in other lands and assimilating with non-
believers, and instead travel to the Promised Land as quickly as possible
to fulfill divine promises and renew their covenant with God. According
to these scrolls, the conquest of the entire world and the establishment of a
Jewish civilization are divine promises that will only be realized with the
formation of a powerful Jewish state in Palestine. Using library research
and content analysis, this article examines the content of some of these
scrolls relevant to the research question, as well as the statements of major
Zionist leaders. It demonstrates that the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls
is directly connected to the formation of the fraudulent state of Israel.

Keywords:Dead Sea Scrolls, Judaism, Zionism, Israel.
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Abstract

Family formation and procreation form part of ancient Iranian culture,
particularly because in Zoroastrian cosmology, humans play a crucial
role in destroying demons and renewing the world, and polygamy would
further this goal. However, some contemporary Zoroastrian writers
believe that polygamy was never permissible. This research aims to
demonstrate the permissibility of polygamy among Iranians from ancient
times to the contemporary era. It seeks to answer whether polygamy
is legitimate in religious and historical texts and what arguments are
advanced by those who deny its legitimacy. Using a descriptive-analytical
method, this study concludes that, contrary to the claims of contemporary
Zoroastrian writers, polygamy was prevalent among ancient Iranians
from time immemorial and was never prohibited. Procreation, political
alliances with other tribes, and excessive preference for sons justified
the persistence of this custom. In the modern era, it was first the Parsis
of India, influenced by Western culture, who opposed this custom, and
later Iranian Zoroastrians followed suit.

Keywords: Zoroastrianism, Marriage, Polygamy, Procreation, Ancient Iran.
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Abstract

One of the Buddha’s doctrines is the doctrine of no-substantial-
self (anatman); however, this doctrine has raised questions since the
Buddha’s own time. One early philosophical school, called Pudgalavada
(Personalism), holds that although the Buddha rejects the existence of a
substantial anatman and emphasizes the doctrine of the five impersonal
aggregates (skandhas), there are instances in both the wording and
the overall intent of his teachings that explicitly or logically imply the
existence of something in the human being called pudgala, or person,
which constitutes the “I” of the human being. This research employs a
descriptive-analytical method to explain the claim of the Personalist
school. First, it shows that from their perspective, there are both textual
and theoretical reasons confirming the real and ultimate existence of the
pudgala. It then explains how the Personalist school transforms Theravada
ontology by introducing the category of pudgala into their two-category
system. Finally, regarding the nature of the pudgala, it can be argued that
from the Personalist viewpoint, it is: 1) real, 2) ultimate, 3) indifferent to
conditioned and unconditioned phenomena, and 4) ineffable.

Keywords: Pudgalavada, Person, Atman, Dharma, Skandhamissionary models,
cultural resistance.
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Abstract

This research examines the concept of “positive peace” based on Johan
Galtung’s theory and analyzes its relation to the concept of “universal
peace” in Baha’1 teachings. Given the Baha’t claim to universal peace,
we observe violations of this discourse in practice and even within their
own statements. The main research question is how the peace-research
indicators of Galtung can be used to assess the extent to which the Baha’1
claim to peace is consistent. The research hypothesis is that despite the
peace-oriented teachings of Baha’ism, latent contradictions in the words
and actions of Baha’1 leaders intensify structural and cultural violence.
The main objective is to explain the function of positive peace theory
and cultural violence in interpreting the Baha’1l approach to universal
peace. The findings show that parts of the writings of Baha’t leaders are
inconsistent with their claim to peace-seeking. Components such as group
supremacy (cultural violence), discrimination in inheritance (structural
violence), legitimization of violence, dehumanization of opponents,
destruction of cultural heritage (symbolic violence), and discrimination
against women are instances of this inconsistency. The research method
is descriptive-analytical, and the data collection method is library-based.

Keywords: Baha’ism, Johan Galtung, Universal Peace, Positive Peace,
Structural Violence, Cultural Violence.
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