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Abstract

Despite the pivotal role of theological theories in shaping the identity
of religious civilizations, few studies have undertaken a purposeful
comparison between Divine Vicarship in Catholic Christianity and
Divine Caliphate in Imami Shiism. The absence of a targeted study
comparing these two doctrines within the framework of comparative
theology, particularly focusing on the capacity for comprehensiveness
and civilizational construction within Shiite thought, reveals the
necessity of this research. This study, employing a documentary-
analytical method and drawing upon authentic religious sources and
authoritative theological texts, demonstrates that papal vicarship is
primarily founded upon the institutional authority of the Church and
the official interpretation of the Bible. In contrast, Divine Caliphate
in Shiism holds a status beyond a mere religious institution; as both a
constitutive (takwini) and legislative (tashri‘l) vicegerency, it extends
from the Prophet to the Infallible Imams and continues in the era of
occultation through the theory of the Guardianship of the Jurist
(Wilayat al-Faqih). The findings indicate that this model, by integrating
revelation, rationality, social justice, and popular participation, presents
a comprehensive framework for divine governance and the organization
of society based on human dignity, possessing a high capacity for
civilization-building.

Keywords:Divine Vicarship, Divine Caliphate, Guardianship of the Jurist,
Imamate, Church, Pope, Shiite System.
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Abstract

The main objective of this study is a comparative examination of the
nature of religion in the thought of Baruch Spinoza and ‘Allamah Sayyid
Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i to demonstrate how the differences
in their views are rooted in their divergent philosophical foundations.
This research addresses this issue using a descriptive-analytical and
comparative method, relying on the principal works of both thinkers.
The findings show that Spinoza, with a rationalist approach based on an
ontology of a single substance, considers religion to be action based on
the knowledge of God. He regards the Bible as a historical and ethical
text and views revelation as more practical in the realm of action than in
the realm of attaining truth. In contrast, ‘Allamah Tabataba’1, relying on
a hierarchical ontology (the principality and gradation of existence) and
an approach that recognizes reason alongside revelation and innate nature
(fitrah) as sources of religious knowledge, considers religion to be a fitra-
based guide for achieving human felicity (sa‘adah). This comparative
study reveals that the fundamental difference between Spinoza's rationalist
religion and ‘Allamah's fitra-based religion is a direct consequence of
their differing ontological foundations. Thus, the present research, while
clarifying the points of similarity and difference between these two
thinkers, emphasizes the decisive role of metaphysical presuppositions in
shaping the philosophy of religion.

Keywords: religion, Spinoza, ‘Allamah Tabataba’1, comparative study.
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Abstract

Religious experience is one of the significant issues in the philosophy of
religion that has been raised in the field of religious studies in the recent
century. Although this concept was first considered in modern Europe by
Western thinkers, it gradually extended to other religious traditions. Among
religious schools, the Ramakrishna school, considered one of the reform
movements of Hinduism, has attracted the attention of contemporary
thinkers, particularly proponents of spirituality independent of organized
religion, by emphasizing the direct experience of divinity and its universal
accessibility. Therefore, examining and critiquing Ramakrishna's view
on religious experience based on Islamic principles seems necessary.
This research, using an analytical-critical method, examines religious
experience in the Ramakrishna school and demonstrates that characteristics
such as the infallibility of religious experience, functionalist evaluation,
the equating of revelation with religious experience, the consideration of
religious experience as the criterion for sacred texts and religious claims,
and the theory of Manifestationist approach (perennialism) in explaining
the diversity of religious experiences face fundamental challenges from an
Islamic perspective.

Keywords: Ramakrishna, religious experience, philosophy of religion,
Hinduism, Manifestationist approach (Perennialism).
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Abstract

cotextualization is one of the central concepts in Christian mission,
employed with the aim of adapting the Christian message to local cultures
and conditions. This approach has undergone numerous developments and
complexities from the early history of the Church to the present day. This
research, using qualitative content analysis and a review of library sources,
examines the historical background of this concept, the biblical principles
associated with it, the models and approaches of cotextualization, and
provides a critical analysis from an Islamic perspective. Furthermore, the
practical and cultural challenges related to this approach are investigated,
and examples of successful and unsuccessful adaptations in Islamic
and non-Islamic countries are presented. The results indicate that
cotextualization, despite facilitating the transmission of the message, may
lead to changes in the religious and cultural identity of societies; hence,
the necessity of vigilance and strengthening religious awareness against
this approach is emphasized.

Keywords: contextualization, mission, missiology, missionary models, cultural
resistance.
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Abstract

The phenomenon of "Third Wave Churches" in Latin America has grown
significantly since the 1980s, ushering global Christianity into a new
phase. In this stage, Pentecostal churches have distanced themselves from
their classical theological boundaries and introduced new organization-
al and cultural elements into the religious and social sphere. Investigat-
ing the mechanism and consequences of the transition of these churches
from small home gatherings to massive urban megachurches is the cen-
tral question of this research. The aim of this article is a historical-social
analysis of this change and transition, examining the factors influencing
its expansion, and explaining its impacts on various dimensions of spir-
itual, social, cultural, and political life in Latin American societies. The
research method is qualitative-comparative, involving document analysis,
case studies in four countries (Brazil, Guatemala, Colombia, and Mexico),
and a review of statistical and media sources. The research findings indi-
cate that Third Wave churches, through the use of mass and digital media,
transnational networking, and the promotion of prosperity theology, have
become active actors in the political and economic spheres, gaining last-
ing influence in the public arena. Therefore, these churches are not merely
areligious and theological movement but a significant factor in redefining
cultural identity and the religious economy in Latin America.

Keywords: Third Wave Churches, Latin America, communities, megachurch,
Pentecostalism.
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Abstract

The study of the status of women in Zoroastrian jurisprudence during the
Sassanid era contributes to a historical understanding of the interconnection
between religion, law, and power structures in ancient Iran. This research,
by focusing on the structure of marriage and divorce, seeks to demonstrate
how the institution of family in this system was utilized to preserve
paternal lineage, maintain the religious-class order, and regulate gender
relations. The central issue is the analysis of the legal status of women
within the framework of jurisprudential rules and its relation to male
guardianship (wilayah) and authority. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical method and relying on Pahlavi sources, conceptually examines
the types of marriage, the mechanism of divorce, and the legal capacities
of women. The findings reveal that in most forms of marriage, even as
an official wife, women did not possess full legal independence, and the
right to divorce was primarily held by men. Furthermore, the institution
of guardianship continued even after divorce, defining the woman's status
within that framework. Thus, Zoroastrian jurisprudence in the Sassanid
era played an effective role in structuring family law and consolidating
dominant social patterns.

Keywords: Zoroastrian Jurisprudence, Sassanid Era, marriage, divorce,
women's rights.
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Abstract

Exaggerated and negligent ideas about the status of women in Hinduism
have had a profound impact on the cultural and social structure of Hindu
societies. These attitudes, rooted in Hindu sacred texts as well as the
caste system, have played a pivotal role in determining women's rights
and responsibilities. On one hand, exaggerated views have led to the
imposition of severe restrictions and the reduction of women's participation
in social spheres, while on the other hand, negligent views have resulted
in the undermining of their position in society. This research, employing
a descriptive-analytical approach and using documentary methods,
examines the factors influencing the formation and reinforcement of
these perspectives. The necessity of this research lies in investigating
and elucidating religious doctrines to remove misconceptions and
clarify the status of women in Hinduism, as well as contributing to a
better understanding of Hindus' beliefs about women and their impact
on women's social lives. The findings indicate that the combination of
religious teachings, the social caste system, and traditional interpretations
are the most significant factors in consolidating these views, and their
potential reformation requires a re-reading of religious texts and extensive
socio-cultural changes.

Keywords: Hinduism, Hindu women, exaggeration and negligence in Hinduism,
sacred texts of Hinduism, caste system.
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Abstract

The Dadestan T Méndg 1 Xrad is a religious and ethical text in which
Ahriman and the demons (déws) are frequently mentioned. In this book,
the concept of "Ahriman" and the "demons," as his assistants and hosts,
is explored through multiple manifestations and forms, with examples
provided for each. A close reading of this text, informed by the formation
of meaning through other texts (intertextuality) and the understanding of
the subtext, unveils the genesis, existence, functions, and destiny of the
demons, the offspring of the primordial demon. Accordingly, in Méndg
1 Xrad, we encounter four categories of demons, and based on this, the
methods of following and worshipping them, as well as the ways to be
delivered from them, are presented to the audience. This article, drawing
on textual evidence and references to contemporaneous and linguistically
related texts, endeavors to provide a clear picture of these demons and
their functions, and to delineate the connection between Ahriman and his
agents with earthly life and the afterlife. The conclusion reached by the
researcher is the demonstration of the conceptual and existential reality of
four categories of demons, the identification of their means of influencing
humanity, and the provision of solutions for liberation from them.

Keywords: Ahriman, Demon Worship, Méndg 1 Xrad, vicious traits, non-
Iranian enemies.
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Before his time the demons used to rush about visibly, their pleasures of
lust used to take place visibly, visibly they used to drag away the women

from their men, and the demons used to subject to violence these crying

and lamenting (women). But a single Ahu-Vairiia (-Prayer) wich trutful



zaraDustra recited, devided four times into sections, the last (section) with
louder recitation, drove all demons, wich are unworthy of veneration,
unworthy of praise, under the earth (HINTZE,1994, p.36).
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...because that Aharman, the wicked, through the power of the seven
planets, plunder the wealth, and also every remaining advantage of the

world, from the good and worthy, and gives more fully to the bad and
unworthy (West, 1871, p.156).
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"The destroying and bruising of the bodies of the demons and demonesses"
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and how is it possible to make Aharman, the wicked, and the demons
confounded?... that is if they make the spirit of wisdom a support... in this
manner, it is possible to...escape from Aharman, the wicked, and hell, the
evil-smelling (West, 1871, p.171).
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