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Abstract

The Holy Quran considers the belief in the divinity of Jesus as a deviation
in Christianity and refutes it with various arguments. Although official
Christianity presents the divinity of Jesus within the framework of the
doctrine of the Trinity as its theological basis, the history of Christian
theology shows that in early Christianity, there were individuals and groups
who opposed the divinity of Jesus. These groups are considered heretical
by official Christianity. This paper, using an analytical-descriptive method,
comparatively examines the perspective of the Holy Quran on the rejection
of Jesus's divinity and the positions of the groups deemed heretical in early
Christianity. By focusing on sects such as the Arians, Ebionites, Elcesaites,
and Monarchians, it becomes clear that these groups also regarded Jesus
merely as a chosen human and a divine prophet, not as God. The result is
that the views of these groups show significant alignment with the Quranic
teachings on authentic Christianity, and their condemnation as heretics
appears unjust; rather, their views seem closer to authentic Christianity.

Keywords: Quran, Christianity, Divinity, Trinity, Heretics Early Christianity.
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Abstract

The problem of suffering and the quest for liberation from it is one of
humanity's fundamental concerns, addressed by the world's major religions
and schools of thought. This article provides a comparative and analytical
examination of the solutions offered for confronting suffering within the two
intellectual traditions of Buddhism and Islam. In the first part, the view of the
Buddha, based on the Four Noble Truths, is elaborated. These consist of
understanding the truth of suffering, its origin in craving and desire, the
possibility of its cessation, and the practical path to liberation, namely the
Noble Eightfold Path. The Eightfold Path, as a path comprising ethical,
meditative, and wisdom components, is introduced as Buddhism's primary
method for overcoming suffering and attaining enlightenment. In the second
part, the approach of Islam is examined, focusing on the factors that reduce
and eliminate suffering. These factors are divided into two categories:
Doctrinal factors, including faith and piety, worship, hope and trust in God,
and belief in the afterlife; and Ethical factors, encompassing virtues such as
chastity and purity, honesty and trustworthiness, humility and modesty,
humanity (including justice, benevolence, and forgiveness), and individual
and social responsibility. By elucidating these two perspectives, this research
provides a deeper understanding of the spiritual and ethical strategies for
alleviating and transcending suffering within these two religious traditions.

Keywords: Islam, Buddhism, Suffering, Path to Liberation, Faith.
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Abstract

In one of his theological views, the Apostle Paul believes that Adam,
through his transgression and eating of the forbidden fruit, brought death
upon himself and all of humanity. Although this death is sometimes
interpreted as physical demise and the separation of the soul from the body,
the reality is that this death occurs while a person is physically still alive;
thus, a human is dead while alive. To resolve this issue, a viewpoint
emerged proposing that a human consists of three dimensions: body, soul,
and spirit, and the death Paul refers to is the death of the spirit, presenting
a form of trichotomism. However, opposing this view, there exists a
dichotomous perspective which considers a human as having only a body
and a soul/spirit. This paper, by referring to the Bible and its interpretations,
seeks to examine these two viewpoints. Ultimately, after evaluating the
arguments from both sides, we conclude that the trichotomous
interpretation regarding the existential dimensions of humanity is not
sufficiently justified from the perspective of the Bible, and Christian
thinkers cannot rely on it to explain Paul's view.

Keywords: Dichotomous, Trinitarianism, Soul, Spirit, Paul.
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Abstract

Christianity has consistently faced the challenge of the evolution of its
doctrines. However, the term "evolution" is not particularly favored by the
Catholic Church. The central question is: to what extent is the evolution of
religious doctrines acceptable? From Newman's perspective, the evolution of
doctrine is justifiable, and the correct solution for the Catholic Church in this
regard is the theory of the "Development of Christian Doctrine." He
considers development to be an inevitable process for any living idea.
According to him, understanding a profound idea is impossible without a
long period of time and deep reflection. Divine revelation remains alive only
through genuine development. The Apostles only partially comprehended
the divine revelation. In the process of subsequent development, with the
realization of new revelations, novel aspects of it have been understood and
guaranteed by the infallible authority of the Church. Based on the
characteristics of early Christianity, Newman considered doctrinal evolution
to be both expected and necessary and sought to prove that current doctrines
are the expected developments and that adhering to them is a logical duty. He
proposed seven criteria to distinguish true development from corruption:
preservation of type; continuity of principles; power of assimilation; logical
sequence; anticipation of the future of ideas; conservative action upon the
past; and chronic vigor. This theory is not without fundamental flaws, such
as reliance on weak evidence and overlooking counter-evidence, and it
remains inadequate for resolving the issue. The authors of this article have
endeavored to analyze this theory using a documentary research method.

Keywords: development, doctrine, evolution, Catholic Church, John Henry
Newman.
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Abstract

Christian theology is influenced more than anything else by the specific ideas
of Paul concerning Jesus Christ and his salvation. Pauline theology differs
significantly from what Christ and his official successor, Peter, insisted upon.
In Paul's theology, Christ, the Son, is the power and wisdom of God and
possesses complete divinity, albeit at a level subordinate to the divinity of the
Father. Christ is the image of the invisible God, and he created all things.
Pauline theology does not have an intra-religious origin because Jesus never
presented himself as God. Furthermore, the Synoptic Gospels emphasize the
historical Jesus and his human aspect. This article seeks to investigate the
origins of Paul's thought and theology using a descriptive-analytical method.
Based on the findings of this research, historical evidence indicates Paul's
significant familiarity with Greek thought and Platonic philosophy,
particularly the ideas of Philo of Alexandria. Additionally, Gnostic theology
influenced Pauline theology, and some of its concepts were borrowed from
it. However, the degree of influence from these two sources is not equal.
Although Paul was capable of using philosophical concepts, he made
minimal use of them; instead, he was influenced primarily by Gnostic
literature and content and utilized them extensively.

Keywords: Paul, Gnosticism, Plato, Philo, Logos.
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Abstract

This article provides a comparative analysis of the views of Mani and Isaac
Luria on the problem of evil. Mani, the founder of Manichaeism in the 3rd
century CE, viewed the world as the arena for the confrontation between
the forces of light and darkness, considering evil to be a consequence of the
dominance of darkness over light. In this system, liberation depends on the
active participation of humans in strengthening the luminous forces and
resisting darkness. In contrast, Isaac Luria, one of the most important
Kabbalistic thinkers of the 16th century, proposed the theory of "Shevirat
HaKelim" (the Breaking of the Vessels) and "Tikkun" (Restoration). Based
on this view, cosmic disorder and instability result from an initial
catastrophe, and humanity's mission is to reconstruct and repair the world
through ethical acts and spiritual rituals. This research, while examining the
fundamental commonalities and distinctions between the two approaches,
demonstrates that each provides a coherent effort to explain the reason for
the existence of evil and offers strategies to confront it. Their differences
reflect their distinct historical, cultural, and social contexts. The results of
the study indicate that the teachings of these two systems can inspire novel
approaches for an ethical and spiritual confrontation with contemporary
challenges at the individual, social, and environmental levels.

Keywords: Kabbalah, Isaac Luria, Mani, evil, Divine sparks.
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Abstract

This article investigates the patterns and approaches employed or devised
by Buddhist interpreters to ascertain the definitive intent of their master.
Unlike the orthodox Theravadins, who rejected any attempt at interpreting
the Buddha's words, Mahayana Buddhists, arguing that the Buddha taught
according to the capacity of his audience, divided Buddhist literature into
two categories: texts bearing definitive meaning and those with
interpretable meanings. The primary research question concerns the
methodological criteria for establishing standards of correct interpretation
and preventing interpreters from falling into arbitrary interpretation. The
results of the study indicate that, on the one hand, the theoretical framework
for monks in Buddhism regarding the interpretation of texts was the
discovery of the "author's intent"; and on the other hand, the criteria for the
validity of subsequent interpretations were considered to be the
"consensus” of the great masters and wise followers, as well as their
conformity with the interpretations of the predecessors, which represents a
"normative" view of interpretation. The research data were collected using
library resources and analyzed through an analytical-interpretive method.
Its aim developmental. Initially, the explicit guidelines for the correct
understanding of the Buddha's sermons in the Pali Canon were studied, and
then reference was made to the efforts of great Mahayana figures such as
Nagarjuna and Candrakirti, and later, Tsongkhapa in Tibetan Buddhism.

Keywords: Buddhism, author’s intent, hermeneutics, Mahayana, Tibetan Buddhism.
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Abstract

"Anthropomorphism" (Tashbih) and "Transcendence" (Tanzih), as two
technical theological terms, possess intra-religious applications and extra-
religious implications and are conceptually considered as Antithesis. Greek
mythological culture is perceived as a unique arena for the religious
applications of these two terms. In theory, the Greek gods are assumed to
be beyond the realm of pure anthropomorphism; however, in practice, it is
not easy to distinctly identify the dividing line between anthropomorphism
and transcendence in their description. Since the investigation of the origin
and dimensions of this issue appears to be somewhat neglected in research,
the present study is formed based on the following question: What are the
semantic domains, relationships, and outcomes of anthropomorphism and
transcendence according to the narratives of Greek myths? The findings
indicate that in Greek mythology, anthropomorphism is equivalent to the
anthropomorphic conception of the gods in terms of iconography,
emotions, and behavior. In contrast, transcendence refers to the otherness
of the gods only in terms of their immortality and possession of
superhuman powers. Here, anthropomorphism fosters a more empathetic
understanding of the gods' actions, while transcendence paves the way for
the emergence of faith in the efficacy of an absolutely powerful and
praiseworthy Creator. Although the Greek gods may seem purely
anthropomorphic, they are fundamentally transcendent and sublime.

Keywords: Anthropomorphism, Analogy and Purification, Mythology, Ancient
Greece, Religious Art.
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