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Abstract

God Manifestation and knowledge through His attributes is one of the
important issues in Tanakh, Jewish mysticism and tradition, and also in
Qur'an, and Islamic mysticism and tradition. Comparing the ideas of the
two Holy books can lead to new results, which is the topic of this research,
using descriptive, analytical and comparative methods. According to the
results, the manifestation of God's attributes and their mystical
interpretations in both books are understandable for everyone; but the
manner through which God revels Himself to man is not the same in the
two books. The manifestation of God’s attributes in the Qur'an and the
Tanakh is not specific to mystics, seekers and prophets, perhaps ordinary
people can also perceive the Divine manifestation, based on their own
perception. Although the expression of the Divine manifestations has
significant commonalities and has different levels in both books, but the
manifestation of God's attributes and the ways to perceive them have a wide
scope in Tanakh and many people can witness this type of manifestation;
but according to the Holy Qur'an, only special people, and in limited cases
some of the general public, may perceive these manifestations.

Keywords: Manifestation, Attributes, God, Tankh, Qur'an, mystical interpretations.
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Abstract

This research aims to compare the two holy books of Qurian and the Old
Testament, considering the subject of "prohibited trades due to the imbalance
between the price and the good" using an analytical-descriptive method.
There are many trading commands in the Quran and the Old Testament.
Explaining the commands regarding prohibited trades in Qur’anic verses and
the Old Testament, this research compares the commands of the two books.
This research discusses the following topics: the way the commands of
prohibited trades are expressed in the Quran and the Old Testament, the
topics that are emphasized in each book and the topics that are not discussed
at all. For example, both holy books include commonalities in bribery and
defrauding and using false weight in trades (one of the basic principles, in
both books, is the call to justice and fairness, and bribery is directly and
defrauding indirectly prohibited in both holy books), and have some
differences in usury (there is no prohibition for usury deal with foreigners in
the old Testament, but this is not the case in the Qur'an) and there are specifics
in the commands on gambling. Gambling is one of the cases that is not
mentioned in the Bible and is discussed only in the Jewish tradition.

Keywords: Quran, the Old Testament, prohibited businesses, usury, bribery, gambling.
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Abstract

There are different parameters in religions to help their followers reach
perfection. Christianity emphasizes on faith; but Pope John Paul Il
considers reason equivalent to faith in discovering the truth, in order to
honor reason as an effective parameter of perfection. This article tries to
investigate the role of reason in the perfection of human being from the
Pope's point of view by examining the Catholic scriptures, the Pope's
statements and church documents using a descriptive-analytical method.
Reason strengthens faith and creates perfection in human through
knowledge of the origin of universe and its attributes. In addition to
knowing the principles derived from reason or faith, achieving perfection
requires a kind of loyalty as well- in the form of moral life. This ethical life
requires the knowledge of good, which is realized through reason. Reason
conceptually understands absolute goodness. Reason regulates the
judgments of one’s inner commitment, by means of conscience, to do good.
The intellect also understands the need to regulate actions based on
heavenly goodness. The Catholic Church’s perfection is achieved by
returning to the original holiness, and reason contributes to achieving this
holiness by influencing its external dimensions - the external harmony
between human and the other creatures. Reason has anthropological
limitations regarding the inner dimension, and despite the Pope's effort to
honor the position of reason in perfection, it is still a place of doubt.

Keywords: perfection, reason, absolute goodness, conscience, Pope John Paul 11.
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Abstract

The Protestant movement started widespread protests in the 16th century
with the slogan of religious reform, especially against the authority of the
Pope and the spiritual hierarchy in the Catholic Church. Along with some
other factors that had declined the governing power of the Catholic Church
and the papal system during the late centuries of the Middle Ages, these
protests made the foundation of the thousand-year rule of Western
Christianity unstable; so the Catholic Church (religion) was removed from
the scene of politics and governance forever. On the other hand, the
Protestant movement's emphasis on the slogan of ‘reformations’
strengthens the idea that Protestantism was not against the rule of religion,
but tried for its reformation, and specifically tried for a change in the rule
of the Pope and the Catholic Church. Using a descriptive -analytical
method, this article studies the structure, intellectual foundations and
performance of the leaders of the Protestant movement, and explains the
hypothesis that the nature of Protestantism and the spirit dominant on its
doctrines and slogans entails crisis and chaos, which completely obviates
the potential for establishing a religious government.

Keywords: religious government, Protestantism, religious reform movement,
Christianity, religious authority.
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Abstract

Examining the Christian sources and early Christian groups, one can
claim that Christianity was a monotheistic religion from the beginning,
and one can find its monotheistic roots among those groups. This article
tries to analyze and identify the early Christian monotheistic groups as
well as their Christology using a descriptive-analytical method.
According to this research, the early Christian monotheistic sects
introduce Jesus as a human being and as God’s messenger, and there was
no Trinity in their beliefs. Adhering to the Mosaic law, they considered
Jesus as God's creation and disagreed with the teachings of Paul and
believed in monotheism without believing in the Trinity. It is clear that
the most important reason for the validity of the monotheists’ beliefs of
the early Christianity about the non-divinity of Jesus and his nature, is
that their beliefs are approved by reason; this is because it is not rational
for God to have human body or for a human to have divinity.

Keywords: Monotheism, Christology, Apostles, Ebionites, Nazaraeans,
Monarchianists.
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Abstract

Mythology of the end of the world is generally associated with the
description of apocalyptic disasters in many ancient religions. Among these
apocalyptic disasters, the theme of "ekpyrosis [conflagration] in Stoic
apocalyptic texts" is a special one, since this myth of the end of existence
has a central role. Due to the existence of similar narratives of this theme in
Indo-Iranian apocalyptic texts, many researchers emphasize on its Indo-
Iranian origins. The ancient mythological evidence of this theme in ancient
Greece, as well as the existence of similar examples in other Indo-European
peoples, are some other evidences for the possibility of its Indo-European
origin. Therefore, the research problem is to investigate the origin of
"ekyprosis" in the Greek Stoic philosophical texts. Using library sources
and a descriptive-analytical method, this research investigates the
philosophical, religious and mythological documents of ancient Greece and
other Indo-European peoples and reached the conclusion that the origin of
this theme is the apocalyptic beliefs of the early Indo-European peoples;
they believed existence is destroyed through endless cycles, by disasters
such as fire and flood, and a new existence is reborn again.

Keywords: ekyprosis, eschatology, apocalyptic disasters, Indo-European
beliefs, Stoic teachings.
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Abstract

The Sankhya philosophical school, as one of the oldest philosophical
systems of India, is one of the schools that has presented a systematic
explanation of the theories of knowledge. According to the philosophy of
Sankhya, pramana is the valid knowledge, which is defined as: definite
knowledge about an object through the modification of Buddhi which
reflects the consciousness of the Purusha. According to the philosophy of
Sankhya, there are two types of knowledge: 1. True knowledge; 2. False
knowledge. According to Sankhya's system of thought, one approach to the
theories of knowledge is the theory of reflective knowledge, which has two
different interpretations given by the thinkers of Sankhya's school, that is,
Vachaspati Mishra and Vijnana Bhikshu. Another theory is the theory of
virtue knowledge. The theory of virtue knowledge, in Sankeh's philosophy,
refers to a set of epistemological theories that focus on the owner of the
belief instead of the belief itself. This research shows that Sankhya's
philosophy has presented important theories about knowledge and has
epistemological validity of its kind. The main initiative of the philosophy
of Sankhya is the theory of knowledge of virtue, which is actually a
fundamental turn from focusing on the analysis of the nature of knowledge
to the analysis of the owner of knowledge.

Keywords: Knowledge, Theories of knowledge, reflective knowledge, virtue
knowledge, Sankhya
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Abstract

One of the most fundamental doctrines in salvationism is the concept of
the savior. Like other Gnostic religions, according to the Manichaean
religion, the salvation of human depends on acquiring illumination
knowledge; the knowledge is obtained through discovery and various
factors play a key role in reaching this position- including the savior. The
texts remaining from the Manichaean religion variously mention the
Savior and his role in saving mankind; but depending on the preaching
geography, different referents are introduced for this teaching. According
to the researches done on this topic, "Jesus" and "Manohmed Roshan" are
often mentioned. This article aims to analyze the nature and function of
the savior and its various referents in Manichaeism considering Manichae
mythology and scriptures. Since Manichaeism has complex eclectic
themes, a research on the idea of the Savior can help to clarify which
religion or sect did Mani have in mind when explaining the savior.

Keywords: Manichaeism, Gnostic rituals, Manichaean mythology,
Salvationism, Savior.
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