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o¢. Vairochana.
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1v. See :Erik Zurcher, "Amitabha "In :The Encycopedia of Religion, ed By :Mircea Eliade,
Macmillan Publishing Company, New York, 1987, v 1, p.235.
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Macmillan Publishing Company, New York, 1987, v. 4, p. 200-201.
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L CUl 9 et
\ . Mclintosh, A. Mark, Mystical Theology, p. 39.

Y . see Poulain, Augustin, "Mystical Theology" in The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 14, New
York: Robert Appleton Company, 1912. at: http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14621a.htm>.
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¢ . Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite

o . Areopagus
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Rev. John Parker, The Celestial and Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, introduction, p. 1-14.

v. See Rufus M. Jones, Studies in Mystical Religion, p. 98; "Dionysius the Areopagite” in

Britannica Encyclopedia of World Religions, p. 296.
A . monophysite

4 . Severians

\+ . Rufus M. Jones, Ibid.

\\ . Lorenzo Valla

\Y . Erasmus

v . Joseph Stiglmayr

v¢ . Hugo Koch

Vo . Proclus

\1. See Donald F. Duclow, "Dionysius the Areopagite”, in Lindsay Jones (ed.) Thomson Gale

Encyclopedia of Religion, vol. 4, p. 2355; "Dionysius the Areopagite" in Britannica
Encyclopedia of Worldreligions, p. 296;
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v . Damascius
A . Rufus M. Jones, Ibid, p. 100.
4 . Mclntosh, A. Mark, Ibid, p. 45.
Y. . Rev. John Parker, M.A., The Works of Dionysius The Areopagite: Part I. Divine Names,

Mystic Theology, Letters, &c, p. 141-182
¥\ . Symbolical Theology

Yy . Theological Outlines
COC FRVE . I I NP R PR P PO LK AR L R FESL I |
Rev. John Parker, M.A., The Works of Dionysius The Areopagite: Part I. Divine Names,
Mystic Theology, Letters, &c, p. 141-182.
A Olen YPALY Y Sl 55 asb ol 2ol e Sl Lo 55 YOIDIAY Clonts 53 bes i (Sl e 5. YE
el 35 50 ety
vo . Divine Names
Y1 . Preshyter Timothy
S Al ) Sl a5 gl YY
C.E. Rolt, Dionysius the Areopagite: On the Divine Names and the Mystical Theology, p. 32-
117; Rev. John Parker, M.A., The Works of Dionysius The Areopagite: Part I. Divine Names,

Mystic Theology, Letters, &c, p. 1-127.
YA . huperousios

¥4 . Celestial Hierarchy
v+ . seraphim
v\ . cherubim
vy . thrones
vy . dominations
v¢ . principalities
vo . archangels
1. angels
S Al ol e Sl e gl Y
Rev. John Parker, M.A., The Works of Dionysius The Areopagite: Part I1l. The Heavenly

Hierarchy & The Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, p. 1-66.
vA . Ecclesiastical Hierarchy

Sl ol e Sl e 5l T
Rev. John Parker, M.A., The Works of Dionysius The Areopagite: Part Il. The Heavenly
Hierarchy & The Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, p. 67-162.
¢+ . Mystical Theology
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see Jean-yves Lacoste (ed.), Encyclopedia of Christian Theology, V. 2, pp. 1081 and 1109-
1113.

£y . Sergius
¢v . Saint Maximus the Confessor :,s 1, S 1, g5 (26 5 - A

"Maximus the Confessor, Saint", in Britannica Encyclopedia of World Religions, 702.
¢t . Gregory the Great

£0 . Pope Adrian I.

¢ . Charlemagne

v . Louis I.

A . the Abbey of St Denis

¢4 . St. Dionysius, or St. Denis, the martyr and patron saint of Paris

o+ . the Abbot, Hilduin

o\ . Charles the Bald

oY . John Scotus Erigena

or . Rufus M. Jones, Ibid, pp.99-100.

ot . Rev. John Parker

oo . Rev. John Parker, The Celestial and Ecclesiastical Hierarchy, introduction, p. 1-14.
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Donald F. Duclow, Ibid, p. 2355.
ov . Rufus M. Jones, p. 100; "Dionysius the Areopagite”, in Britannica Encyclopedia of World

Religions, p. 296; Donald F. Duclow, Ibid, p. 2354.
oA . "Dionysius the Areopagite", in Britannica Encyclopedia of World Religions, p. 296;

o4 . C.E. Rolt, Ibid, p. 4.
MY 2 (Prn ST AU o5

1) . Summa Theologiae
1y . Thomas Aquinas
ar . Rufus M. Jones, p. 100; C.E. Rolt, Ibid, p. 4-5;

MO o e ST Al S5 S e
¢ . Albertus Magnus
10 . John of the Cross
11 . the “divine Dionysius.”
1v . Donald F. Duclow, Ibid, p. 2355.
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v+ . unknowing

v\ . self-abnegation

vy . the super-essential Radiance

vy . Divine Darkness

vt . super-essential Reality

vo . Darkness

v1 . the divine Mysteries

vv . the transcendental First Cause of all

vA . the Universal Cause

va . the blessed Bartholomew

A+ . the beneficent Cause of all

A\ . most eloquent

AY . His naked Truth

A . the blessed Moses

At . the elect priests

Ae . heights of His Holy Places

A1 . super-essential

Av . negative method of abstraction

A . the Divine Attributes

A4 . Theological Outlines

4. . Divine Names

4\ . Symbolical Theology

4y . metaphorical

qy . anger

a¢ . the divine inebriation

40 . subsistence

a1 the simple pre-eminence of His absolute nature
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"Dionysius the Areopagite” in Jacob E. Safra (ed.) Britannica Encyclopedia of
World Religions« (London: Encyclopdia Britannica« Inc.< 2006).

"Maximus the Confessor« Saint"« in Jacob E. Safra (ed.) Britannica Encyclopedia of
World Religions« (London: Encyclopdia Britannica« Inc.< 2006).

Clarence Edwin Roltc Dionysius the Areopagite: On the Divine Names and the
Mystical Theology« (Montana« USA: Kessinger Publishing Company: 1920).

Mclntosh¢ A. Mark« Mystical Theology« (Massachusetts: USA« Blackwell< 1999).

Poulain< Augustin< "Mystical Theology" in The Catholic Encyclopedia¢ Vol. 14«
New York: Robert Appleton Company: 1912. at
<http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14621a.htm>.

Rev. John Parker (ed. & tr.)« The Celestial and Ecclesiastical Hierarchy of Dionysius
The Areopagite« (London: Skeffington & Son« 1894).

Rev. John Parker< M.A. (ed. & tr.)« The Works of Dionysius The Areopagite: Part I.
Divine Names« Mystic Theology:« Lettersc &c« (London: James Parker and Co.«
1897).

Rev. John Parker< M.A. (ed. & tr.)« The Works of Dionysius The Areopagite: Part
Il. The Heavenly Hierarchy & The Ecclesiastical Hierarchy: (London: James
Parker and Co.« 1899).

Rufus M. Jones: Studies in Mystical Religion« (London: Macmillan and Co.« 1909).

Ysabel De Andia¢ "Negative Theology"« in Jean-Yves Lacoste (ed.)« Encyclopedia
of Christian Theology: V. 2¢ (New York & London: Routledge« 2005).

Donald F. Duclow« "Dionysius the Areopagite"« in Lindsay Jones (ed.)« Thomson
Gale Encyclopedia of Religion< 2nd Edition« vol. 4« (New York: Thomson Gale
Corporation« 2005).
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The Prophet Abraham and His Family
in the Torah and the Qur’an

Muhammad Hussein Taheri”

The importance of the Prophet Abraham and his sons in Abrahamic
religions are known to all. Therefore, each of the monotheistic
religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam tries to show its
connection to this Prophet. Understanding personalities of the
Prophets in the Torah and the Qur’an can be the best device for
familiarity with these personages and those religions and the best
subject in interreligious studies. The present paper tries to do
something in this way by investigating the characteristics of these
personages in the Torah and the Qur’an, and enumerating the
similarities and differences of views of the Torah and the Qur'an on
these divine prophets.

KEY WORDS: Abraham, Abraham's Family, Moses, the Torah, the
Qur'an.

*, Seminary Graduate & PhD Student of Religions and Mysticism / Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute
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Dionysius the Areopagite's Treatise
on Mystical Theology

Sayyid Lutfullah Jalali*

Dionysius the Areopagite is one of the prominent figures in the
Bible, and it is believed that he was one of the companions of the
Apostles and one of the saints in early 2nd century. However, his fame
is not only due to his scriptural personality but also due to the treatises
and writings attributed to him in the Constantinople Council in 533
C.E. The False Areopagite had many writings most of which have
been lost, and only four treatises have remained. One of them is the
treatise of Mystical Theology which represents the mystical theology
in Christianity. The main theme of this treatise is negative theology
which stresses God's transcendence, exposing it in terms of
conceptions such as "unknowing" and "darkness", while stressing the
possibility of man's unity with God and joining Him as well as
mystical experiences. In other word, he considers divine position as
absolute mystery to which no man's thought can reach, and man's
reason gets into wonder there. However, the experienced wayfarer can
reach the same position by purifying his soul and can, as the
Areopagite suggests, submerge in it, unifying himself with the One
who is completely unrecognizable and is in "the position of absolute
darkness".

KEY WORDS: Dionysius the Areopagite, mystical theology,
negative theology, unknowing and darkness.

* Seminary Graduate & PhD Student of Religions and Mysticism / Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute
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Christians and a Review of Sculfield's Views

Abdul Hussein IbrahimiSarw 'Uliya” / Muhammad Legenhausen™*

Sculfield, the author of The Reference Scripture, has made — as
Christian critics have pointed out — great mistakes in his writings, and
his views and interpretations of Scripture are clearly inconsistent with
those of Jesus Christ. The present article has referred to library
resources to review Sculfield's views from Christian viewpoint and
prove his ideas of dispensation and 'seven periods' and other ideas are
not supported by Scripture and Christian thinkers. Having no single
system, privatizing and personalizing the doctrine of redemption,
giving a political flavor to Christ's appearance and his thousand-years-
long kingdom, his emphasis on the establishment of David's kingdom
by Jesus and his earthly kingdom are among serious drawbacks of
Sculfield's book.

KEY WORDS: Sculfield, Zionist Christianity, dispensationalism,
God's Kingdom, Kingdom of Heaven.

* Seminary Graduate & M.A. of Religions, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute.
* Professor, Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Institute.
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Ultimate Truth in Buddhism

Sayyid Ali Akbar Husseini*

Buddhism, with its special status in East Asia, has three sects.
These are Mahayana, Theravada, and Lamaism. Theological
discussions, especially Buddhists' view on ultimate truth, are an
interesting subject to which much more attention must be paid. This
paper tries to Study these three schools' attitude towards ultimate
truth, and show the atheistic nature of Theravada, as well as
pantheistic and polytheistic nature of Mahayana and Lamaism.

It is noteworthy that Lamaism is actually another version of
Mahayana in this regard.

KEY WORDS: Hinayana, Theravada Buddhism, pantheism,
polytheism, Buddha.

*. Seminary Graduate & Assistant Professor in the Department of Religions at the Imam Khomeini
Educational and Research Institute.
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Christ in Judaism

Amir Khawas "

One of the claims made by Christians is that Jesus Christ is the
Messiah promised by Israelite prophets. In contrast, the Jews deny
this, claiming that the promised Messiah has not appeared yet, and he
is still awaited. In this paper, by investigating the Old Testament,
Talmud, and the cabalist mysticism, we try to investigate the
Messiah's characteristics in these texts, and check whether they
conform to Jesus. What is also discussed here is whether we may find
traces of the Messiah's divinity in these sources.

KEY WORDS: Israel, Messiah, Jews, the Old Testament, Talmud,
Cabala

*. Seminary Graduate & Assistant Professor in the Department of Religions at the Imam Khomeini
Educational and Research Institute.
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Maccabean Movement

Javad Baghbani®

The Maccabean revolt was a movement initiated by the Jews under
the Seleucid kings — the successors of Macedonian Alexander in Syria
— in the middle of second century B.C. Alexander was trained by
Aristotle and influenced by him. More than being a military figure,
Alexander was a cultural one. Therefore, along with conquest of
territories such as Iran, Asia Minor, India, Syria and Egypt, he
proceeded on diffusing Greek culture. His successors followed him in
these undertakings. In this process, the Jews' beliefs and thoughts were
attacked by Greek civilization.

A group of Jewish monotheists called Hasidim were initially
resisting this invasion in about 300 B.C. This resistance continued up
to the time of Maccabees. The Maccabees were descendants of the
priest Mattathias and his sons John, Judas Maccabaeus, Eleazar and
Jonathan. They led the Jews' relentless resistance against Seleucid
cruel rulers who were diffusing Greek culture. The revolt of the
monotheist Jews led by Maccabees in 142 B.C. was fruitful and the
Jews gained their independence. In this period, the Jews were divided
into two sects of Pharisees and Sadducees. The struggle and war
between these two groups weakened the one-century-long rule of the
Maccabees, preparing the ground for Romans' predominance. Finally,
a Roman warlord called Pompey took part of Syria in 63 B.C. out of
the Maccabees' hands. The years 142-63 B.C., i.e. the period of the
Jews' independence, is called the Maccabean Period.

KEY WORDS: Hellenism, Hassidim, Maccabees, Hasmonean,
Seleucids, Ptolemy, cultural invasion

%, Seminary Graduate & Assistant Professor in Department of Religions at the Imam Khomeini
Educational and Research Institute.
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Abstracts

A Comparative Study
of the Writing Features of the Bible and the Qur'an

Hussein Nagawi”

The present paper studies some of the writing features of the Bible
and the Qur'an. Firstly, it has discussed the Word or Logos and the
perfect man (the mediator of receiving Scripture), and then it has
presented a discussion on the Book and its interpretation. The next
discussions are as follows: integrity or unification, revelation or
inspiration, composition of Scripture and the holy Qur'an, style of
writing, composition of secondary books, the superiority of the
Qur'an, distortion of the Qur'an and the Bible, authority and validity,
and the attributes of the Qur'an and the Bible from the Qur'anic point
of view. It is worth mentioning that in various discussions, effort has
been made to Study the issues comparatively but in brief.

KEY WORDS: Word (Logos), perfect man, the Bible,
interpretation, distortion, composition of scriptures, authority and
validity.

* Seminary Graduate & PhD Student of Religion and Mysticism, Imam Khomeini Educational and
Research Institute.
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