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Abstract

Environmental issues and natural resources are very important in human
societies; therefore, recognizing different approaches to them plays a
great role in the health, hygiene, growth, life and survival of humans and
animals. This research aims to comparatively study the theological and
non-theological approaches in the field of biological and natural
resources. The research question is: What are the theological approaches
in the field of biological and natural resources? The method used in this
research was descriptive-analytical. The research results obtained through
the comparison of the views show that non-monotheistic views generally
respect nature and avoid harming it and are similar to the monotheistic
view in this regard. However, monotheistic views argue for the
attribution of nature to God and determine duties in this regard, whereas
nature is confirmed in the teachings of Islam on a higher level than other
monotheistic and non-theistic schools. Islam emphasizes the attribution
of nature to God Almighty and extensively explains the rulings, works
and duties of humans in towards nature in the three domains of the
Qur'an, hadiths and rationality.

Keywords: natural resources, non-theological approach, theological
approach, Islamic approach.
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Abstract

Reviewing the foundations of religions can show some new dimensions
of the development of man’s thoughts as well as the influence and
contributions of religions. The present research, which is fundamental in
terms of purpose, has been carried out through library and descriptive-
analytical methods and qualitative approach. The evaluations are done
using wisdom, and the last edition of Behdini's belief foundations
according to Khurshidians was examined in the translation of Avesta
written by Sasanfar. The following conclusions were drawn: Not all the
mentioned principles are doctrinal foundations. Sasanfar's report on
ancient Avesta does not fully correspond with the view of the well-
known Ashoi authors, and loyalty to the principles of translation is not
confirmed by excessive reliance on knowledge, a flaw that reflects new
ambiguities in Behdini. Sometimes Sasanfar's understanding seems to be
in contrast with Zarathustra’s Gathas (Avestan hymns). The most
important incompatibility is in believing in Ahura Mazda and ignoring
Ahriman. Zarathustra’s prophecy is not neither approved nor rejected.
The lack of some of Ashoi's foundations in the Gathas weakens the
impact of Ashvitrash's thoughts on the current Behdini.

Keywords: Ashoi, Ashoi foundations, ancient Avesta, wisdom.
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Abstract

With many followers in the world, Islam and Buddhism are two major
schools which have a lot in common despite having many differences.
The first conflicts between them occurred in the first years of the
emergence of Islam in the eastern borders of Iran and northern India and
reached their peak a few centuries later with the invasion of the
Ghaznavid Turks. Many studies so far have been conducted regarding
Muslims' viewpoint about Buddhists but what needs more investigation is
the view of Buddhists concerning Islam as a new religion. In the
beginning of the 11th century AD, the Buddhists, for the first time, dealt
with and analyzed Islam and the beliefs and customs of Muslims in a
collection of texts called "Kalachakra Tantra" which belongs to the
school of Vajrayana. Despite admiring Islam in some aspects, the authors
of these texts present an unfair image of Islam and argue in an old myth
that the religion of the Muslim invaders is a satanic system that will
eventually be destroyed by the Buddhist kingdom. This research, which
was carried out using the library method, is aimed at introducing the
Kalachakra Tantra texts and investigating the views of the Buddhists of
that time about Muslims. It is hoped that the paper provides a basis for a
better understanding of these two religions.

Keywords: Buddhism, Islam, Kalachakra Tantra, Vajrayana, interfaith
dialogue.
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Abstract

The sacred places of worship constitute one of the fundamental topics
among Vvarious religions. Explaining and analyzing the dimensions of the
places of worship is always a matter of discussion from different aspects.
The necessity and importance of the place of worship arises from the fact
that, from the very beginning of life, man has always been trying to have a
spiritual place for relation with the other world. These sacred places are
discussed in different religions as centers of the universe and points of
connection with God. Although different in their foundations, culture,
worldview and doctrinal principles, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism have
some commonalities in their moral teachings and rituals. The existence of
the places of worship and their sanctity is considered among the common
points in Zoroastrianism and Buddhism. In these two religions, the places
of worship are sanctified because they are the locus for a sacred activity.
Based on the root of this belief, only in the places of worship can man have
a relationship with the other world, that is, the world of gods and ancestors.
Zoroastrians and Buddhists perform their sacred rites and rituals in the
places of prayer. In other words, Zoroastrians and Buddhists believe that
performing sacred rituals, following the correct methods of spiritual
guidance and training as well as transition from one status to another in
spiritual life becomes possible in these sacred places of worship. In
addition, the followers of the above-mentioned religions believe that one
can experience less suffering and gain God’s satisfaction by attending the
places of worship by presenting legal rulings to people. The research
method used in this study is descriptive-analytical.

Keywords: the place of worship, Zoroastrianism, Hinayana Buddhism,
holy place, holiness.
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Abstract

Along with the invasion of Mongol soldiers and in the second period of
their invasion under the command of Hulagu Khan, Buddhism entered Iran
in the 7th century AH. Buddhism has three main sects: Theravada
(Hinayana), Mahayana and Vajrayana. From the era of Hulagu Khan
onwards, Iran has been one of the important centers for the growth and
expansion of Buddhist ideas, and since many of the Mongol Ilkhanate
adhered Vajrayana, they made great efforts to expand Buddhism, and in a
short time, many Bakhshians, Tibetan lamas, and Buddhist monks from
Tibet, Mongolia, the land of the Uighurs, and even India came to Iran.
Abaga Khan and Arghun Khan made great efforts for the spread of
Buddhism. In this period, Buddhism spread a lot in Iran. A lot of research
has been carried out regarding the presence and influence of Buddhism in
Iran - at least in the Ilkhanate period; but this research mainly aims to
analyze the effective components of Buddhism in Iranian culture in this
historical period. Using descriptive-analytical method and based on a
historical study, the article deals with investigating the traces of
Buddhism’s concepts in the cultural works of the Ilkhanate era. The main
research result shows that, throughout the history of Iran during the
llkhanate era, the traces of Buddhism can be seen in cultural works, such
as the writings of elites and scientific and literary thinkers, Sufism, temples’
architecture, and paintings, which have not a lot been taken into account by
researchers. Therefore, offering clear historical documents, the research
presents some examples of the effectiveness of cultural patterns, which will
feature new dimensions and horizons in research on the history of religions.

Keywords: Buddhism, the Ilkhanate, architecture and temples, art,
literature, Sufism, intellectual elites.
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Abstract

It can be claimed that morality is the main pillar and a common
foundation for all human beings’ nature. Therefore, it is considered a
common language for dialogue and comparison of capacities in different
religions, which is studied under the name of moral system. This moral
system includes some components and elements, of which ethical codes
are the most important. The ethical code of Ahimsa is one of the most
important principles in the moral system of Buddhism. Based on this
principle, people should avoid harming living creatures, and if this
principle is not observed, they will be afflicted with bad karma, which,
according to the belief in reincarnation, will have a negative effect in
their next lives. It can be argued that the most important effect of this
ethical code is peace in the world, which is known as a principle for all
human beings worldwide. Using descriptive-analytical method as well as
drawing on religious sources, this article sheds light on the ethical code of
Ahimsa and explains its components, conflicts and solutions.

Keywords: Ahimsa, Buddha, moral principle, moral rule, moral code.
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Abstract

In the Qur'an, among the ethnic groups and followers of religions, the
Jews have been most frequently referred to and the most moral decline
has been attributed to them. Therefore, explanation and investigation of
the roots and the main components of the moral decline of the Jews in the
Qur'an seems necessary. Using descriptive and qualitative content
analysis method and open coding, and through categorization of all
wrong Jewish religious, moral and behavioral characteristics through
closed coding, this paper investigates and analyzes the Jews’ immoral
traits. By examining the words, contents and concepts of the Qur'anic
verses, first the general characteristics of Jews and then their most
important immoral traits have been identified, and finally in order to
achieve the goal of the research and determining the main factors of the
decline of the Jews, the most important religious and moral
characteristics of the Jews have been discussed as longitudinal results in
the following issues: 1. Sensualism and empirical epistemology and,
accordingly, materialism and racism; 2. Following carnal desires as the
driving force behind the moral decline of Jews; 3. Deliberate
disobedience, affected by factors 1 and 2, have been considered as
reasons for the moral decline of Jews.

Keywords: the Jews, decline, the children of Israel, morality, Hud.
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Abstract

Using descriptive- comparative method, this article has analyzed the
issue of the blowing of the soul into the fetus from the Imamiyyah and
Catholic viewpoints and has concluded that, from the perspective of
Catholicism, soul enters the fetus at the moment of conception. This view
appeared from the 17th century onwards. Before the 17th century,
Christian scholars distinguished between a developed embryo and an
undeveloped one. They believed that the proper time for an embryo to be
developed is when it is physically mature and ready to accept the soul.
Imamiyyah scholars have regarded different stages for the growth and
development of fetus. They believe that the soul is blown at the
completion stage of the body's organs although they do not specify the
exact time for it. Based on the hadiths of Ahl al-Bayt, soul emerges in
fetus after the fourth month of pregnancy. This theory is also consistent
with the results of scientific research.

Keywords: embryo, life, the blowing of the soul, Imamiyah, Catholic.
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Abstract

Christians believe that Jesus was crucified and killed. Muslims, on the other
hand, believe that he was not crucified or killed. The Gospels introduce Judas
Iscariot, one of the apostles, as a traitor. In a similar vein, some Muslims
consider Judas the traitor as someone who looked like Jesus and was killed
instead of him. Therefore, this article tries to investigate whether Judas Iscariot
was a traitor to Jesus or a devotee to him. Using the textual and analytical
method, this research proves the high faith of the apostles and their loyalty. It
shows that one of the apostles voluntarily sacrificed himself to Jesus, and based
on Islamic sources and evidence from Christian sources, it can be concluded
that the given apostle is Judas Iscariot.

Keywords: the Holy Qur’an, the New Testament, Judas Iscariot, Jesus,
apostles.
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