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Abstract

Tree is one of the manifestations of nature that has been widely noticed and
even worshiped by humans throughout the history. The main issue of this
research is the sanctity of some trees in Baluchistan of Iran and the philosophy
of this sanctity. Due to some of its features such as longevity, verticality and life
cycle, the trees have been symbols of existence, immortality and manifestation
of power and resurrection. The trees with the most reflection of these features
seem to be more mysterious and astonishing and have caused human humility
and reverence. There have been many cases of these old trees in Baluchistan
where people have invoked them for their needs and made nazrs and sacrifices
for their satisfaction. The most important factors in the sanctity of these trees
are the belief in the relationship between towering trees and the world in which
their destinies are determined, and the expectation of meeting needs that could
not be met in normal conditions. Therefore, people make sacrifices or nazrs at
the bottom of these trees and invoke them to achieve their goals by stimulating
and influencing them. This article has been prepared using written sources, field
research and talking to the old people of this region, and its purpose is to
investigate the religious background of the people who once lived in this region
and the sacred trees played a prominent role in their religious life and decisive
moments.

Keywords: Baluchistan, Taftan, Tamandan, sacred trees, cypress and plane tree.
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Abstract

The theory of "Yin" and "™Yang" is one of the most fundamental philosophical
ideas in the history of ancient China, invented to explain and justify the cosmic
environment and human situations. This theory undoubtedly considers nature
and man homogeneous in nature and declares that the laws dominant on nature
is applicable to human. Adopting a historical and analytical approach, this
article claims that the innovation of the "Yin-Yang" school is restricted to the
initial collection and subsequent arrangement of ancient Chinese beliefs, and its
teachings have previously existed in the hidden layers of Chinese culture.
According to the results of this research, the most important religious grounds
for the emergence of the Yin-Yang school are animism, believing the
resemblance of man and the world, the assumption of the presence of male and
female forces in all aspects of life, and the spread of occult sciences by the Fang
Xie class. In addition, some like Tsien and Tong Chong Shu were not the
creators, but in fact the only redactors and promoters of the traditional theories
of ancient China in the form of an intellectual system.

Keywords: Tsien, Tong Chong Shu, Mao Tse-Tung, Yin-Yang.
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Abstract

One of the most mysterious issues in exploring Babism and Bahaism in
Iran is the stabilization of this deviant movement; in other words, how a
movement which is highly deviated from Shiism, and is severely opposed
by scholars and religious guardians, has been able to overcome the stage
of stabilization in the Shiite society of Iran and enter the stage of
expansion? Analyzing this course from the very beginning of its
emergence, one of the noteworthy points is that a relatively large number
of Iranian Zoroastrians were converted to this new-emerging trend, which
played an important role in its stabilization. Using a descriptive-analytical
method, this research tries to discuss the causes of this conversion and the
role and motivation of the Persian Indians in this process. This research
will increase one’s awareness in this field and reveal the British colonial
policies in Iran in this era. As the research results indicate, the Persian
Indians were able to play a central role in the conversion of the
Zoroastrians to this deviated trend by applying different policies in order
to preserve their own interests and position in India as a means of
implementing the policies of the British colonial government in Iran.

Keywords: Persians, Zoroastrians, Babism and Baha'ism, role, motivation,
England.
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Abstract

The importance and necessity of self-knowledge has been emphasized by all
saints and scholars of the great traditions. Catherine Siena, a mystic of the 14th
century AD and one of the prominent characters of the history of the Church,
who had a great impact on the Italian literature and the Catholic Church, has
discussed this important issue as well. The questions discussed in this article are
as follows: What is the necessity of achieving self-knowledge? How should one
get to this point? What are the obstacles on the way to self-knowledge? And
what are the results of self-knowledge? Catherine, in fact, based her theology on
self-knowledge. She believes self-knowledge leads to knowledge of God, to
complete love for God, and the disappearance of human ignorance and human
awakening. One of the ways to achieve self-knowledge is to be favored by God
and to be satisfied with God's will and to harmonize one's will with God's will.
Another way to reach self-knowledge is to be humble and pray and keep vigil.
One of the obstacles to self-knowledge, in Catherine's opinion, is self-love and
pride, which are the source of all illnesses. Some of the results of self-
knowledge are as follows: understanding the need for God and considering
oneself as nothing, hating our sins and mistakes and recognizing the goodness
and kindness of God, knowing God, loving God, loving our neighbor, and
finally — its best result - unity and connection to God.

Keywords: Catherine Siena, self-knowledge, knowledge of God, prayer.
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Abstract

As the most controversial Christian theologian and the second founder of
Christian law —as some believe-, Paul has some words about man - and perhaps
in the subject of man - which is the basis of his theological thoughts in
Christianity; ideas on what is human, the standard of humanity, the
characteristics of the soul, choice, human nature, human dignity, etc., which
connect Paul's thoughts together like a string. The perception and study of these
thoughts has a special role in understanding Paul's Christianity. The author's
innovative method to infer from Paul's thoughts is to use his letters to interpret
his thoughts (interpretation of Paul's thoughts by Paul himslef); and the Bible’s
teachings are used to criticize these ideas, to get an accurate picture of his
anthropological thoughts and its criticisms.

Keywords: human type, human spirit, human nature, genetic dignity, original sin.
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Abstract

The discussion of Christology is one of the most important topics in
Christianity, which has always attracted the attention of researchers of religions.
Therefore, it has put forward the process of examining the nature of Jesus Christ
in councils such as the Council of Nicaea and established the Divine nature of
Jesus Christ. The theory of the divinity of Jesus Christ has been accepted by
Christians as a general principle until today; therefore, Christian and non-
Christian critics have criticized and evaluated this idea. Allameh Balaghi is one
of the critics who has examined and criticized Jesus Christ as one of the three
hypostasis of the Trinity, taking a theological-critical approach. This article
investigates the theological opinions of Allameh Balaghi in this field, using an
explanatory-analytical method, and shows how he challenges the Divine nature
of Jesus Christ and also him being the son of God. It also proves, using rational
arguments and evidences from the Bible, that these propositions cannot be
defended in the discussion of Christology and are unacceptable.

Keywords: Jesus Christ, Divinity of Jesus, Son of God, Allameh Balaghi.
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Abstract

The issue of war and jihad are discussed in Qur’anic verses, and has created this
question for some people: Is Islam a religion of war and violence?! Based on a
descriptive-analytical method, this research tries to answer this question: Are
the mentioned laws and regulations exclusive to the teachings of the Quran or
are they addressed in other religions as well? In order to find the answer to this
question, we have studied the following topics: the permission of Jihad, its
different types, the goals of Jihad and the general manners of Jihad in the Holy
Quran and Torah. According to the results of this research, the idea that war and
its related issues are only specific to Islam and can only be found in Quranic
teachings is a false idea. War and all its relating points are stated in the Torah as
well and correspond to Islamic teachings.

Keywords: war, jihad, battle, jihad in the Quran, War in the Torah.
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Abstract

Understanding the meaning of "spirit* in the holy texts has a special
complexity. One of its complexities is the function and purpose of its creation,
as God’s creature. The Bible and the Holy Qur'an have both mentioned the soul,
in the two contexts of ‘the creation of human’ and ‘the descent of revelation and
resurrection’. The Abrahamic religions, mainly in the second context, have
emphasized on the Prophet’s relation with the soul, as an aid in his prophecy,
which can be better interpreted in the intertextual connection between the Holy
Quran and the previous Holy texts. Comparing the Holy Quran with the Holy
Bible, there are some similarities and differences in their connection with the
two variables of spirit and prophecy; and beside some common aspects, their
differences are important as well. Their intertextual comparison shows the
different positions of the Holy Quran on this issue. These positions can be
explained in three parts: the relationship between the Holy Qur'an and the Bible
in this regard is sometimes a negative-omissive relationship, sometimes a
positive relationship, and sometimes a reforming-changing relationship. The
present essay analyzes the different dimensions and aspects of these three
relationships.

Keywords: spirit, prophecy, intertextual comparison, the Holy Quran, the Bible,
Holy text.
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