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Abstract

The "great pyramid of existence™ or the "cosmic order" is the most fundamental
ontological project that has existed among many different societies and cultures since the
beginning of the prehistoric times and has systematized the society. Examples of the
concept of "cosmic order" among nations are: the Indian tradition of "Rita", the
Zoroastrian belief of "Ashe", "Maat" in the ancient Egypt, "Dharma” in Buddhism,
"Logos" in Christianity, "Daiko" or "Minos" in ancient Greece, "Dao" in the Far East and
"Unity" in Islam. Accordingly, the universe was thought to consist of a great chain that
establishes a purposeful order for all beings, from the highest to the lowest beings; i.e. a
metaphysical perspective that sought meaning and coherence in the world. Originally
based on myth, this view had two aspects, celestial and terrestrial, and the terrestrial form
led to the formation of various political and philosophical systems. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, this research deals with one of its concepts, namely "Maat" in the
ancient Egyptian civilization, in several aspects and shows that the various dimensions of
"Maat" indicate a monotheistic logic that becomes meaningful in connection with the
transcendental and celestial affairs.

Keywords: Society and Politics, Maat, Ancient Egypt, Cosmic Order.
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Abstract

As a gateway through which one can enter the unseen world, the scholars have
always considered the subject of "dream" in their works. However, dream has
different aspects from the perspective of mystics. Shankara, a prominent Hindu
mystic and philosopher, is one of the scholars who has considered this issue from
various aspects in his system of thought. One of its most important aspects is its
ontological aspect; it means he does not consider dream as a personal state - in
which human being experiences the state of dreaming during the day or night -
and has studied this subject in the realm of universe. From this point of view,
"dream" — i.e. the opposite of reality - requires special metaphysical explorations.
Considering this point of view, Shankara believes: the whole universe is like a
dream issued by Brahman. Analyzing the works of Shankara and studying dream
on both human and global levels, this article has tried to examine the aspects of
considering the universe as a dream, from his perspective.

Keywords: Shankara, Dream, Universe, Maya, Brahman.
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Abstract

"Gahan", a source attributed to Zoroaster, can untie the knot of the controversial issue of
his prophethood. Examining Hot 29 of "Gahan", which is referred to as "Hot Vakhshuri
va Bi’that", it is discovered that the myth of Zoroaster's presence in the Gods’” Council to
save the cow from being a victim cannot help one to understand Zoroaster’s prophethood;
and considering its allegorical meaning, instead of literal meaning, is not justifiable, and
finally, perhaps the Orientalists' conception of Zoroastrian social reform and its
opposition to Mithraism and killing of cows can be understood from this Hot. The lexical
study of "Gahan™ is also incapable of explicitly inducing Zoroaster’s prophethood. This
result is, of course, not in contradiction with the Quranic belief of sending messengers to
the past nations (ummah). Islamic narrations also prove the existence of a prophet among
the Magus. Given the reputation of Zoroastrianism, his prophethood is acceptable.
However, it is impossible to prove his prophethood through extra-religious reasons and
very difficult through intra-religious reasons.

Keywords: Zoroaster, Gahan, Prophethood, gaus-urvan.
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Abstract

Verification of ideas in philosophy removes the seed of doubt and offers wider
ways for the maturity of thought. The purpose of this research is to study
epistemology of the Gathas. This research is fundamental, in terms of its
purpose, and has compiled library studies using "descriptive-analytical™ method
with a "qualitative" approach. According to the results of this research: there are
two types of acquired and immediate knowledge in "Gathas". The tools of
cognition are: sense, heart, nature and intellect; and cognition is obtained
through prayer, belief and awareness, good thought, companionship with sages,
"Asha" and Ahuraian education. Obstacles to cognition are wrong beliefs,
wrong religion, wrong education and lack of consultation with good thoughts.
Correspondence with reality is the criterion of the truth of cognition, and
revelation and intellect are the criterion of justification and validity of all kinds
of knowledge. Traces of pragmatism were also observed in the religious realism
of the “Gathas”. Perhaps one of the reasons that Iranian scholars have payed
attention to Islam, especially the Qur'an and the biography of the Prophetic
family, is the teachings of Zoroaster.

Keywords: Cognition, Epistemology , Gathas.
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Abstract

Pahlavi texts were written in the third and fourth centuries AH; a time when
Zoroastrians had lost all their socio-political power and were a religious minority
in Iran and thought of reconstructing and reinterpreting their religion in a
polemical and theological environment. Ethics-related issues was one of the
topics that the authors of these texts sought to organize and integrate. The purpose
of this research is to study the moral system of Pahlavi texts. This article studies
ethics including the study of ethical concepts (semantics of "virtue™ and "vice"),
sources (good and bad in terms of substantiation and affirmation) and criteria
(virtuousness or consequentialism or obligationism) in Pahlavi texts. This
article’s research method is "descriptive-analytical” and uses library method to
collect information. I conclude that "virtue™ in Pahlavi texts is being adorned with
any moral matter that brings one closer to the realm of Ahuramazda and away
from the realm of the devil; and its scope extends from the substantiation of
Amshaspandan’s moral virtues to faith and goodness, and "vice" is the absence of
virtue. Although the moral good and bad in these texts are essentially rational in
general, yet they are sometimes canonical. The predominant moral criterion in
Pahlavi texts is virtuousness considering teleology.

Keywords: Pahlavi texts, Ethical concepts, Ethical sources, Ethical criteria.
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Abstract

The Jews in Tehran are the oldest and largest minority living in this city.
However, there is little information about the minority's religious buildings
compared to other minorities in Tehran. Part of this little knowledge is due to the
inattention of the researchers to Jewish religious architecture because they do not
have an outstanding architecture; and more importantly, it is due to the reluctance
of the Jews to introduce their religious works. Visiting Jewish religious sites is
consciously hindered and it is due to the historical and social conditions of this
minority. The visibility of synagogues in the city of Tehran has changed
corresponding to social changes. During the Qajar period, there was a clear
attempt to hide the synagogues for religious reasons; but with the developments
after the “Persian Constitutional Revolution” and the beginning of the first
Pahlavi government, there was a tendency to show and create large synagogues
with outstanding architecture. Towards the end of the first Pahlavi period,
political changes did not provide much opportunity for Jews to build synagogues;
but the international policies of the second Pahlavi led to the creation of several
synagogues in Tehran. However, social conditions and popular opposition to the
government's policies toward Israel led to a second opposition to the visibility of
synagogues across the city and concealment of the synagogues in the form of
Jewish schools. This article uses "field research” and library research methods
and a descriptive-analytical method to present an analysis of the social and
political conditions of this religious minority, examining the religious architecture
of Tehran’s synagogues from the Qajar period to the end of Pahlavi period.

Keywords: Religious Places, Jews, Qajars, Pahlavi, Architecture.



157 © Abstracts

Teleological Ideas on the Mi’raj of Prophet Mohammad
and the “Book Arda Viraf”

Zahra Alizadeh Birjandi / Associate Professor, Department of History, Birjand University
Zalizadehbirjandi@Birjand.ac.ir

Received: 2021/05/16 - Accepted: 2021/10/12

Abstract

Teleology is one of the main issues of religious studies and one of the mental
concerns of human being. This concern is mentioned in religious texts and the
works of nations in various ways. Books on the Prophet’s Mi’raj and spiritual
travelogues is one of the places to put forward teleological ideas. The theme of
books on Mi’raj, which is based on morality and commitment to good deeds and
avoidance of sin and wrongdoing, mentions the foundations of teleology.
Comparative studies, with a teleological approach, is important from various
aspects, especially the knowledge of religions. Given the importance of such
studies, the purpose of this article is to make a comparative study between the
Prophet's Mi’raj and the journey of Arda Viraf with a teleological approach. This
descriptive-analytical study has tried to investigate the conditions and
backgrounds affecting the development of these journeys and study the
manifestations of teleology in these works. The findings of this study, especially
the similarities between the “book of Arda Viraf"' and the narrations of Prophet
Mohammad’s Mi’raj, indicate teleology of the world, meaningfulness of
existence and the belief in the resurrection and the hierarchy of the virtuous and
the wicked in these texts.

Keywords: teleology, Prophet Mohammad’s Mi’raj, the book of Arda Viraf,
Heaven, Hell.
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Abstract

Emergence of crises, especially cultural crises, is one of the problems that can
be a serious threat to organizations and communities. Accordingly, studying the
biography of Prophet Moses and examining the principles and strategies of his
leadership can pave the way for dealing with cultural crises for many
organizations. Examining Quran’s verses and comparing it with the Torah, one
can realize the comprehensiveness of the principles and strategies of Prophet
Moses’ leadership in three stages: before the crisis, during the crisis and after
the crisis. Some of the principles respected in his leadership are: determining a
suitable successor, being accountable, supportive, change of appearance,
transforming from within, taking immediate action, giving information,
assertiveness, calmness, learning from the crisis, studying the crisis, and
confronting with the crisis. In addition, some of his strategies to guide crisis in
the three stages are as follows: imposing, inducing, explaining weaknesses,
explaining strengths, imagery, labeling, discrediting, cleansing, clarifying,
humiliating and eradicating.

Keywords: Quran, Torah, Crisis Leadership, Cultural Crisis, Biography of
Moses, Samaritan.
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