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The Concept of Death and the Nature of the Afterlife in the Ancient
Civilizations of Iran, Greece and Mesopotamia

Hamid Kaviani Pouya / Associate Professor, the Department of History, Shahid Bahonar
University of Kerman kavyani@uk.ac.ir
Tayyebeh Khajeh / MA in Iranology, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman

Received: 2019/07/01 - Accepted: 2019/11/28

Abstract

Since ancient times to the present day, the issues of life after death, the kinds of
punishments and the end of life that man will face have been questions
occupying the curious minds of humans. Meanwhile, the Iranian,
Mesopotamian, and Greek ancient civilizations, that somehow influenced
mythical works in the contemporary and post-modern civilizations, have dealt
with the nature of death and man's end of life. Using descriptive-analytical
method, the present study investigates these important issues based on the
historical and religious documents and evidences. The analysis of epic and
mythological sources and religious texts shows that over time and as a result of
dealing with civilizations and cultural achievements of other nations, in some
civilizations such as those of Mesopotamia and Greece, thinking about the issue
of human death and ending caused coherent and sometimes contradictory
thoughts that, in some cases, were similar to each other. The inhabitants of the
two mentioned civilizations held a negative view about death and often
considered the world after death to be underground in a dark place; but in Iran,
in spite of some slight similarities with the mentioned civilizations, from the
very beginning, due to the emergence of the Zoroastrian religion, people have
constantly had a logical and hopeful attitude towards the issue of death and life
after death. In addition to the clash of civilizations - which leads to similarities
in attitudes towards the end of life - dealing with different habitats, climates and
political-civic structures is an important factor that, in general, shapes human
worldview about the philosophy of creation, life and the afterlife.

Keywords: the hereafter, death, Iran, Greece, Mesopotamia.
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The Influence and Spread of Buddhism in China; Factors and Effects

Azimeh Ehsani Ghezeljeh Marwan / MA in Religions and Mysticism, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani
University

Sajjad Dehghanzadeh / Associate Professor, the Department of Religions and Mysticism,
Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University sajad_dehganzadeh@yahoo.com
Nayyer Shir Mohammadian / MA in Religions and Mysticism, Tehran University
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Abstract

Based on sufficient evidence, Buddhism was a deconstructive movement
against Hinduism. Although this religion owes its existence to the Brahmanical
system of thought and was originated mainly in India, its greatest efflorescence
has been in the Far East. China deserves special attention in this regard;
because, firstly, it was the main entrance of Buddhism to the Far East, and
secondly, Buddhism in this country has become the source of outstanding
works and intellectual products that have gradually been exported to other
countries in the Far East. Using descriptive-analytical method, this study aims
to explain the factors and effects of the influence of Buddhism in China. The
findings show that one of the main causes of the influence of Buddhism in
China is the inclusive approach and systematic teachings of Mahayana
Buddhism. The similarity of China's indigenous religions with Buddhism can
also be considered as the second most influential factor in this regard. Thus,
Buddhism was introduced not as a foreign religion, but as a religion compatible
with the indigenous religions of the Far East, and led to the production of
numerous works in the fields of culture and art, such as iconography, language,
theology, ethics, religious rites and emergence of integrated religions.

Keywords: Buddhism, Mahayana, Chinese religions, Far Eastern religions,
Buddhist sects.
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An Analytical Evaluation of the Catholic Church's Approach to the
Promotion of Social Justice

= Mohammad Reza Asadi / PhD Religions and Mysticism, the Imam Khomeini Institute for
Education and Research reza.shaer@gmail.com
Seyyed Ali Hassani / Associate Professor, the Department of Religions and Mysticism, the Imam
Khomeini Institute for Education and Research
Received: 2019/12/14 - Accepted: 2020/04/30

Abstract

By claiming authenticity, comprehensiveness and authority, the Catholic
Church has been able to provide for itself a vast social realm in today's world.
What is the church's approach to promoting social justice, and how effective
can this approach be? The purpose of this paper is to find the positive and
negative dimensions of the Catholic Church's approach to the promotion of
social justice through an analytical evaluation. Using descriptive-analytical
method, the present paper introduces and evaluates the Catholic approach in this
area and proves that the necessity of promoting social justice in Catholic
Christianity has been taken into account and the Catholic tradition, especially
from the Second Vatican Council, has taken positive steps to help the
establishment of social justice. However, the existence of some challenges and
the lack of clear instructions in this Christian sect for putting up a practical fight
against social oppression have made it difficult to provide a coherent and
successful system for achieving social justice.

Keywords: oppression, justice, social justice, Christianity, Catholic Church,
expansion, approach.
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An Analysis of Interfaith Approaches of Pentecostals in the
Field of Mission

= Yaser Abuzadeh Gatabi / PhD Student of Religions and Mysticism, the Imam Khomeini Institute
for Education and Research y.a.g@chmail.ir
Mohammad Hussein Taheri Akerdi / Assistant Professor, the Department of Religions, the Imam
Khomeini Institute for Education and Research
Received: 2019/04/29 - Accepted: 2019/09/15

Abstract

After its formation in the early twentieth century, the Pentecostal apocalyptic
movement hoping the imminent return of Christ, promoted mission among the
followers of various religions. The Pentecostals, dealing with some religions
such as Judaism, pursued a policy of interaction and friendship due to the
commonalities between them in the discussion of the Messiah and the Old
Testament. However, in relation to religions such as Islam whose followers
were not influenced by interactive policies, they used an aggressive and conflict
approach. In the Christian world, due to the conflicts and differences that
existed between the Pentecostals and other Christian denominations especially
Catholics, after holding several sessions on the establishment of the Christian
Cathedral before the resurrection of Jesus Christ, finally, they could achieve
some interactions. Using descriptive-analytical method, this study examines the
most important interfaith approaches of Pentecostals in the field of mission by
examining the reliable sources of Pentecost.

Keywords: Pentecostal movement, mission, interfaith approaches, interaction,
conflict.
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A Comparative Study of Qiinawi's "Perfect Man'' and
Bonaventure's "*Spiritual Man'* (Based on the Treatises
of Mir'at al- Arefin and the Journey of Soul towards God)

Mohammad Ali Dayyani / PhD in Religions and Comparative Mysticism, Islamic Azad
University, Ayatollah Amoli Branch m.alidayyani@yahoo.com
Reza Asadpour / Assistant Professor, the Department of Islamic Knowledge, Islamic Azad
University, Ghaemshahr Branch

Mohammad Ali Yousefi / Assistant Professor, the Department of Religions and Comparative
Mysticism, Islamic Azad University, Ayatollah Amoli Branch

Received: 2020/02/06 - Accepted: 2020/06/01

Abstract

In his views about existential unity, Quinaw1 introduces the perfect man as a
mirror for truth and the truth as a mirror for the perfect man in his treatise
“Mer’at al-Arefin (Mirror of the Mystics)”. On the other hand, in his views
about intuitive unity presented in his treatise called “The Journey of the Soul
Towards God”, Bonaventure outlines a plan for attaining the status of the
spiritual man through peace and the role of man's natural powers in the
emergence of God's spiritual contemplation. This research addresses the
anthropological and mystical foundations of Qtinaw1 and Bonaventure based on
the above treatises and the examples of the perfect man and the spiritual man in
the same treatises. The results of this descriptive-analytical research show that
from Qunaw1’s point of view, the human essence is the perfect human being
who is the intermediate link between the emergence of a single existence and
the ventricle of a single existence, and in this sense, he is a mirror of both; Also,
in the thoughts of Bonaventure, a spiritual man is one who, in the course of his
mystical conduct, contemplates God through nature, his soul, and the grace of
truth, and achieves spiritual peace. Examples of the perfect human being are the
Prophet Muhammad and Imam Ali, and examples of the spiritual man
Bonaventure are the Messiah, the Apostle Paul and St. Francis.

Keywords: Quinawi, Bonaventure, Perfect Man, Spiritual Man, Mer’at al-Arefin,
journey of the soul towards God, mystical anthropology.
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An Analytical and Comparative Study of the Value and Position of
Women in Islam and Hinduism

. Seyedeh Fatemeh Mousavi / PhD Student of the Islamic Knowledge Teaching, the University of
Islamic Knowledge fatemeh.mousavil4@gmail.com
Seyyed Akbar Hosseini Qal’e Bahman / Associate Professor at the Department of Religions, the
Imam Khomeini Institute for Education and Research
Received: 2020/03/28 - Accepted: 2020/08/15

Abstract

For a long time, women have had different positions in societies holding
different views. Using descriptive-analytical and comparative method, this
paper studies the view of Hinduism and Islam on women in order to identify the
position of women in these two religions. The result of this study shows that in
the view of Islam, God Almighty has given men and women the same status
without any difference; but in Hinduism, the status and value of women is much
lower than men, and women have less respect and value. By drawing this
comparison, it can be argued that in the view of Islam, a woman, like a man, has
very high respect and value, and the mere fact of being a woman cannot make
them inferior to men. The criterion of superiority in Islam is piety, not gender;
but in Hinduism, a woman can live as long as her husband is alive, and when
her husband dies, she also loses her dignity.

Keywords: woman, suttee, marriage, Hinduism, Islam.
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