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A Critical Review of the Character of
Zorba the Buddha, the Ideal Man of Osho

Hamid Moridian / PhD student of Islamic ethics, the Quran and Hadith University
Received: 2016/10/20 - Accepted: 2016/03/08 hamim6236@gmail.com

Abstract

The present paper illustrates the different aspects of the character of Zorba the
Buddha, the ideal man of Osho who is considered as a symbol of greed, lust
and joy and an epitome of piety and asceticism. In his view, those who seek
sensuality can achieve spiritual perfection through asceticism and this will not
contradict their progress. Therefore, Osho considers both human physical and
spiritual aspects as primary principles, and an ideal person is the one who
develops both aspects to the utmost. According to Islam, man has two realities
that are neither equal nor identical and though the physical and spiritual aspects
are important, the spiritual aspect takes priority and man’s material needs are
identified according to his/her spiritual reality.

Using an analytical and critical approach, this paper critically examines the
different aspects of the character of Zorba the Buddha in the light of the
perspective of Islam.

Key words: ideal man, Osho, Zorba the Buddha, mystic contemplation,
perfection, spiritual movements, asceticism.
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A Critical Review of the Cosmic Consciousness Network in Erfan Halgheh
Compared with the Divine Mercifulness in Islamic Teachings

= Sayyed Shahab al-din ‘Oudi / PhD student of religious studies, University of Religions and

Denominations shahaboddin.oudi@gmail.com
Mahdi Farmanian / Associate Professor, University of Religions and Denominations

Received: 2016/03/08 - Accepted: 2017/03/15 m.farmanian@chmail.ir
Abstract

In the past two decades, Iran has witnessed the emergence of some quasi-
religious and spiritual movements that have attracted the attention of
sociologists, religious philosophers and experts in religious studies. The
movement known as cosmic or Erfan Halgheh is one of these movements. It
has built its theoretical and practical foundations on the "network of cosmic
consciousness”. A close and careful scrutiny shows that cosmic mysticism is
nothing but inharmonious and flawed fabrications and an eclectic mixture of
the ideas of different schools of thought. However, drawing its inspiration from
the literature of Iranian and Islamic culture, it has tried to present itself as a
cohesive epistemic school. The most important method of the leaders of this
movement for achieving this goal is basing their ideas on the teachings in the
statements that have been confirmed by Islam. For example, the leader of this
movement claims in his works that his network of consciousness is consistent
with the divine mercifulness. This paper, which seeks to examine the network
of cosmic consciousness and compares it with the divine mercifulness in Islam,
investigates the degree of the similarity of the claims of this phenomenon with
Islamic teachings. The research findings indicate that the network of cosmic
consciousness presented in circle sources is incompatible with the divine
mercifulness in Islamic sources and that this movement has failed to establish
correspondence between its claims and Islamic sources.

Key words: Erfan Keyhani (Halgheh), cosmic consciousness network, divine
mercifulness.
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Manifestation in Vishnavism; Factual or Fictional?
. Saeed Geravand / Associate Professor of Religions and Mysticism, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University

geravand_s@yahoo.com

Mazaher Ahmadtobi / Assistant Professor of Religions and Mysticism,Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University
Received: 2016/10/01 - Accepted: 2017/02/23 mahmadtobi@yahoo.com

Abstract
Along with their belief in the sublimity of the Supreme Being, the followers
of Vishnavism believe in the presence of Brahman in the universe. They
argue that every human being is, in one way or another, a manifestation of
Brahman. According to Vishnavism, Brahman manifests itself in five
different forms. The first is Para avatar, the most supreme form of
manifestation, in which the liberated souls enjoy the presence of Brahman.
The Vyuhas are the second form of the manifestation of the Supreme Being.
The Vyuhas are the shapes in which Brahman is manifested for creative and
liturgical purposes; some of these manifestations represent wisdom and glory,
some represent sovereignty and some others are symbols of creation. The

third form of Brahman’s manifestation is vibhohe that manifests itself in ten

forms of celestial beings. Antaryamin is the fourth form of manifestation of
the Supreme Being. In this case, the position of the Supreme Being is in the
world of horizons and souls, and with the witnessed Yogi intuition,
accompanies the soul in his spiritual journey. The fifth form of the
manifestation of the Supreme Being is the state in which Brahman is found in
man- made icons or statues. The findings show that it is possible to view the
theory of manifestation in Vishnavism from two perspectives. First, it is
viewed as a world with diversity and plurality and secondly as a
manifestation, that has ascertained the true fact. Therefore, when its

oundation is considered, manifestation is considered “rea ut in itself] it is
foundat dered, festat dered “real”, but in itself, it

an "illusion"”. Thus, it has become evident that proving manifestation is an
intuitive issue and that Brahman’s theory about manifestation according to
Vishnavism is illusionary not real.

Key words: Brahman, manifestation, Vishnavism, reality, illusion, levels of

manifestation.
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Church and State in John Calvin’s Thoughts

Behrooz Haddadi / Assistant Professor of the University of Religions and Denominations
Received: 2016/07/21 - Accepted: 2017/01/30 Behrooz.haddadi@gmail.com

Abstract

The present paper studies the relationship between church and state from
Calvin’s perspective. Calvin views the relationship between the two from a
theological perspective, regards ideiaf such as sin, salvation in Christ,
predestination and divine providence as very important. However, as a great
reformer of the Church, does he have a democratic and anti-oppressive outlook
on the issue of religion and state? Does he put his ideas into practice, and are
his ideas constant? Calvin considers the civil government and the Church as
religiously legitimate, and thinks that each of them has an independent role and
function, but he gives priority to the Church. He expresses his resentment
against monarchy and absolute sovereignty and his preference for aristocratic
republic. Of course, he does not attach much importance to people’s vote, right
to protest and civil resistance. To him, the government institution is formed
through Divine Command, and although in theory, he considers civil
government as an independent institution, he practically considers that it is in
the service of church.

Key words: Calvin, church and state, republic and democracy, people.
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The Relationship between Empiricism
and Christian Theology in the Late Medieval Centuries

= Javad Gholipour / PhD Student of Theology, IKI
Yusef Daneshvar Niloo / Assistant Professor at the Department of Theology and Philosophy of
Religion, IKI yousef.daneshvar@gmail.com
Received: 2016/10/31 - Accepted: 2017/03/15

Abstract

It is commonly believed that the empirical method distinguishes modern
science from other humanities discipline. This belief automatically leads to the
idea that empiricism, which is considered as a method twinned with modern
science, has developed in the period of scientific revolution. However,
historical studies show that empiricism did not develop in the midst of the
emergence of modern science in the scientific revolution, but came to existence
following the theological disputes in the late medieval era. Expounding this
point contributes to clarifying the relationship between science and religion.
Evidence shows that Christian theologians, who were theologically motivated,
raised some issues that prepared the ground for the development of empiricism.
Using a descriptive-analytical method, the present paper studies the causes
behind the development of empiricism among Christian theologians in the late
medieval centuries. The research results show that in that era, three major
factors related to theological motivations contributed to the emergence of
empiricism: criticisms of the generalities, criticism of Aristotelian metaphysics
and the distinction between analytic propositions and synthetic propositions.
This study also establishes the relationship between empiricism and Christian
theology in the late medieval centuries.

Key words: empiricism, Christian theology, late medieval centuries,
generalities, Aristotelian metaphysics, analytic and synthetic propositions.
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Abstract

The critical approach to the Bible is a new phenomenon and is one of the
consequences of the Age of Enlightenment. Until then, the Bible was regarded
as a holy and religious source, but during the Age of Enlightenment, scientific
instruments were used for assessing it as well as other ancient texts. Testing the
authenticity of the Bible and the different views about it is the main concern of
this approach. Making use of different methods to criticize the Bible for
evaluating the Quran has been a challenge to Quranic sciences and before using
these methods, it is necessary to examine their effectiveness in the assessment
of the Quran. This paper first considers the factors and reasons behind
criticizing the Bible and then discusses the idea of applying to the Qur’an some
of the methods used for criticizing the Bible .The research results show that,
unlike the Bible, the Qur'an has been transmitted from generation to generation
through recitation and memorization and has been carefully preserved without
any alteration. Therefore, unlike the Biblical text, the Qur'anic text is subject to
no criticism and no claims can be made about the additions or omissions in it.

Key words: criticism of the Bible, Quranic studies, the Renaissance, the
Reformation, the Age of Enlightenment
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Abstract

In the authoritative Islamic and Zoroastrian texts, some rights are established on
the interaction between man, as the most noble creature, and other creatures.
These rights are extracted from the worldviews of these two religions
concerning the belief in God and position of good and evil in the universe.
Some claim that compared to Zoroastrianism, Islam adopts an aggressive
attitude in this regard and shows lack of respect to other creatures. This study
seeks to extract these rights from the reliable sources and books of the two
religions, depict a true picture of their interaction with animals and explain the
viewpoints of each of them. The study results show that, except for few cases,
such as supplying food or keeping oneself from harm, killing of animals is not
allowed in Islam. But Zoroastrians who believe in the existence of demonic and
evil creatures divides animals into three categories: sacred, permissible and
repugnant. According to Zoroastrianism, the third category of animals are
sentenced to death even if they do not intrude into man’s habitat or cause no
harm to man’s life or property.

Key words: animal rights, good and evil, demonic creatures, Islam,
Zoroastrianism.
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Abstract

Morality constitutes an important part of Imamiyah denomination and Catholic
Church. Both Imamiyah and Catholics invite their followers to morality and
complying with its components. From their viewpoint, morality is a
prerequisite for salvation and deliverance from everlasting wretchedness. The
question that is worth considering here is concerned with the meaning of
morality and the elements on which it is based. The present comparative paper
deals with the concept of moral life and its components. The research results
show that there are some similarities and differences between Imamiyah and
Catholic; both of them regard moral "agent” and moral "action" as two
fundamental elements of moral life and regarding the meaning of moral life
they have a lot in common. However, they hold differing views about the
characteristics of the two mentioned fundamental components and their
anthropological and theological basic principles.

Key words: living a moral life, the components of moral life, moral agent,
moral action, Imamiyah, Catholic.
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