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Zoroastrianism, a Law-Based or a Law-Crossed
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Abstract

Making rules and regulations in religions is the introduction to eternal
perfection and prosperity. Achieving this destination, the All-Creator and All-
knowing God should send His rules to the human being through the prophets.
Gathas, an attributed Book to Zoroaster and the only heavenly Book of
Zoroastrians, does not speak about law "Sharia"; But most of the juridical and
legal issues are mentioned in the Avesta Vindhid and other Zoroastrian
scriptures. Zoroastrian Sharia has changed in different periods, and as the
Zoroastrian priests have said, this issue - changing and removing of some legal
rules - is still ongoing. The reason of these ongoing changes is that, these rules
and laws are man-made, not the revelation or the divine word. Explaining the
Sharia and its relevant issues in Zoroastrianism, this paper analyzes the topic in
details.

Keywords: Zoroastrianism, law, law-crossing, divine revelation, Vindhid.
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Abstract

Political Zionism, which was built on Theodor Herzl ideas, was followed by
many internal and external criticisms from the beginning. Asher Ginsberg
(Ahad Ha'am), the founder of the cultural Zionist, was among the critics among
the Zionist movement. This paper studies the viewpoints and critics of Ahad
Ha'am about the Political Zionism and the Herzl ideas. Concentrating on the
Ahad Ha'am and Herzl works and using the immediate and intermediate
sayings this paper has been written. Ahad Ha'am challenged Herzl's views about
salvation of Jews through immigration to Palestine, creating an independent
Jewish state, and gaining international support for the establishing a Jewish state
to realize other goals of political Zionism, and emphasized on the cultural and
spiritual revival of the nation and the preservation of their Jewish identity by
considering the national values, which were completely ignored by Herzl.

Keywords: Zionism, Herzl, Ahad Ha'am, Jew, cultural, political.



