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Abstract

The narrative of the ritual of human sacrifice by the Achaemenid magi has
always provoked extensive debate. Although ambiguous documentation
of this ritual remains in ancient Iranian evidence and Greek sources,
an examination of various sources pertaining to Indo-Iranian peoples
demonstrates that this ritual was a customary practice among them, and
that there existed a profound and striking similarity in its features. It is
noteworthy that among other Indo-European peoples as well, we find this
ritual with the same identical characteristics. Accordingly, the problem of
this research is to investigate the origin and nature of the human sacrifice
ritual in the Achaemenid period and its connection with the beliefs of Indo-
European peoples relating to the Earth Goddess. This research, based on
a qualitative method of data analysis with a comparative approach and on
a documentary or library-based method of collection, concludes that the
origin of the human sacrifice ritual in the Achaemenid period is rooted
in the beliefs of Indo-European peoples, in which, upon entering a new
land or initiating a new war, a human sacrifice was offered to the Earth
Goddess. Extensive evidence from mythological, ritual, linguistic, and
archaeological documentation confirms its Indo-European origin.

Keywords: Human Sacrifice Ritual, Earth Goddess, Indo-European Beliefs, Indo-
Iranian Beliefs, Earth Worship.
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