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Abstract

One of the Buddha’s doctrines is the doctrine of no-substantial-
self (anatman); however, this doctrine has raised questions since the
Buddha’s own time. One early philosophical school, called Pudgalavada
(Personalism), holds that although the Buddha rejects the existence of a
substantial anatman and emphasizes the doctrine of the five impersonal
aggregates (skandhas), there are instances in both the wording and
the overall intent of his teachings that explicitly or logically imply the
existence of something in the human being called pudgala, or person,
which constitutes the “I” of the human being. This research employs a
descriptive-analytical method to explain the claim of the Personalist
school. First, it shows that from their perspective, there are both textual
and theoretical reasons confirming the real and ultimate existence of the
pudgala. It then explains how the Personalist school transforms Theravada
ontology by introducing the category of pudgala into their two-category
system. Finally, regarding the nature of the pudgala, it can be argued that
from the Personalist viewpoint, it is: 1) real, 2) ultimate, 3) indifferent to
conditioned and unconditioned phenomena, and 4) ineffable.

Keywords: Pudgalavada, Person, Atman, Dharma, Skandhamissionary models,
cultural resistance.
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