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The Redemptive Knowledge
of the states of '""Peaceful Soul" and Jivanmuktiin the School of Vedanta

Nori Sadat Shahangiyan / Assistant Professor of Religions and Mysticism Department, Alzahra
University n.s.shahangian@alzahra.ac.ir
Received: 2017/04/30 - Accepted: 2017/09/17

Abstract

The soteriological teachings in the sacred texts of Islam and Hinduism represent
the characteristics and conditions of the delivered. The features of the soul at
peace (mutma'inah) referred to in the Qur'an indicate the possibility of attaining
salvation before death. The concept of “"the free living" (Jivanmukti) in
Upanishads refers to a wise who experience salvation - i.e. emancipation from
the suffering of the universe - in one's lifetime. The authentic source of either of
the two traditions indicates that the delivered have similar experiences and
conditions and a knowledge-based role in the attainment of salvation. Making a
comparison between the characteristics and conditions of “the free living" and
those of the “peaceful soul”, this paper seeks to expound the issue of the
delivered. The findings of this research show that happiness and awareness of
"the free living" are absolute and they are not regard as a reality which is
distinct from his/her soul whereas the happiness and awareness of peaceful soul
constitute a distinct reality and they, like his/her experiences and conditions, are
an outcome of the manifestation of the Divine attributes of Glory and Beauty in
man's soul.

Key words: knowledge, the free living, peaceful soul, salvation, conditions.
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Captivity and Emancipation
according to Sankhya and Nakhjiran Masnavi

Bakhshali Qanbari / Assistant professor of department of religions and mysticism, Tehran Azad Islamic
University, central unit bghanbari768@gmail.com
Received: 2016/08/15 - Accepted: 2017/02/08

Abstract

The causes of man's descent and captivity in this world and finding the ways
of man's emancipation from the matter are among the questions with which
mystical texts the world over are concerned. This issue which is a source of
interest to Sankhya School and related to the religious-mystical tradition of
Hinduism, is reflected in that various texts of this school, and of course, it is
a common thought to of all Indian schools. This issue is also raised by Rumi
in his works, and man's captivity and emancipation represent the most
important themes of Rumi's poems. There are significant differences and
similarities between these two attitudes. With regard to emancipation
Sankhya emphasizes on man's efforts, but the emphasis in Rumi's thoughts
is on God. Regarding the similarities, we can say that both of them look at
man's captivity as universal and anthropological issue, because man's nature
and life are associated with negligence, which results in man's captivity.
Among the objective factors of this captivity are: imaginary knowledge,
ignorance, engagement in wishes. According to Sankhya self-discipline
enable man to finds the ways and means of emancipation. Both sides regard
spiritual wayfaring as a way of emancipation, but Rumi adopts a universal
attitude while Sankhya has a specific program like Yoga.

Key words: human being, captivity, emancipation, Rumi, Sankhya.
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An Analysis of the Moral Code of Manda'i Sabaeans

Aziz Savari / Ph.D. Student azizsawari@gmail.com
Masoud Safaei Moghaddam / safaei_m@scu.ac.ir
Seyyed Jalal Hashemi / Assistant Professor hashemi@scu.ac.ir
Qeys Mugashgash al-Saadi / Professor University of Tiibingen drabsha@yahoo.com

Received: 2017/06/29 - Accepted: 2017/11/14

Abstract

This research seeks to investigate the moral code of one of the oldest
monotheistic religions and only living mystical religion in the world, i.e.
Manda'i Sabaeans. This paper cites Sabaeans' sources, specially 'Ginza Rba' and
"The Book of John' using a descriptive-analytical method. It expounds the
foundations of Sabaeans' moral code in theology, anthropology and
epistemology and touches on their history and beliefs. The anthropology and
epistemology of this religion should be the basis for studying the components of
the moral code of this religion in order to discover its moral code. This paper
concludes that "moral theism, affection, moral responsibility and the golden
rule” are the four fundamental principles of Manda'i's moral code which is true
of the moral systems of other religions.

Key words: Sabaeans, Manda'i, moral system, ethical principles, 'Ginza Rba'.
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The Reasons for the Heretical Characteristic
of Movement in Christianity

Fatemeh Kiaie / Assistant Professor PNU ft.kiaei@gmail.com
Received: 2016/03/11 - Accepted: 2017/09/06

Abstract

This article gives and account of one of the most important Christian
feminine movements in the medieval age called Beguines and seeks to study
the charge of heresy brought against them by defining the tradition and
heresy of that period. Indigenous theology emerged after scholastic and
monastic theology as a result of the use of local language instead of Latin,
relying on mystical experiences instead of official sacred texts in the area of
religions though, the transfer from the domination of the men of supper
classes to the lower domination of the men of lower class and women and
the dramatic increase in audiences. The Movement of the Beguines emerged
when mystic women rejected the prohibitions of church and started a new
collective religion life. They questioned the intervention of the church in the
belief of salvation and developed a new approach to Christian theology and
mysticism after studying the Bible, using intuition and preaching of their
experiences in their mother tongue. Their main charges are: gaining freedom
from the domination of the church, relaying on no human reference source,
the belief that man can achieve perfection and salvation in this world,
ignoring the need for performing religious rituals, and teaching anti Catholic
ideas.

Key words: heresy, tradition, church, The Beguines, Christian mysticism,
Meister Eckhart.
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An in-depth Analysis of the Moral Code in Catholic Church

Hassan Dinpanah / Ph.D. IKI hasandinpanah@gmail.com
Received: 2016/12/25 - Accepted: 2017/06/22

Abstract

The relationship between morality and religious law is among the
ambiguous issues in the New Testament. Catholic Church explains his view
on this issue to resolve this ambiguity in the New Testament. This paper
analyzes and examines the relationship between morality and religious law
in Catholicism. Morality is considered a branch of theology. Catholic offers
a new interpretation of the law based on grace and makes Christians to enjoy
the freedom of not having to perform the traditional religious laws. The
result of the research implies that according to Catholic teachings it is
impossible to separate law from morality in as far as principles, sources and
position are concerned, and the two are absolutely inseparable from one
another. Therefore, it seems that giving the Catholic religion law the title of
"moral code™ will be alright.

Key words: morality, moral theology, law, natural law, moral law, Catholic.
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From Christ the Shepherd to a Ruling Pope,
and from the Ruling Pope to a Pope who Teaches

Ismail Alikhani / Assistant Professor IRIP Ismailalikhani@gmail.com
Received: 2017/05/18 - Accepted: 2017/11/14

Abstract

Although Christianity did not have the ability to play a theoretical and
practical role in politics and social activities until the fourth century, it -for
some purposes - entered the social arena and took part in government
activity. This brought about undesirable effects to Christian societies, which
ended in the exclusion of the church from social life. This paper studies the
causes and factors behind this sudden rise and exclusion. It seems that this
end is ascribed to the fact that Christianity lacks political and social
foundations. All prophets (as) took measures to establish a government
when they found that the conditions were favorable, but no such conditions
were prevailing in the time of Christ (as). The system which rests on two
aspects - worldly and spiritual — in Christian theology, the similar example
which is contained in Augustine's book "The City of God" and Aquinas'
belief that a distinction should be drawn between political affairs, salvation
and happiness all support this claim. Thus, although Christians entered the
social and political arenas in theory and action, they returned to the standing
point. They got themselves into a corner in the church and played the role of
teachers of ethics because their entrance was accidental.

Key words: Christ, Christ the shepherd, Christianity, politics, social life.
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The Authority of the Sources
of Christian Theology: the Basis and Scope

Muhammad Haghani Fazl / Ph.D. Student PhD Student of Comparative Studies on Religions, the

University of Religions and Denominations mohamadhaghani @gmail.com
Ahmad Reza Mefatah URD / Associate Professor University of Religions And Denominations
Received: 2017/05/01 - Accepted: 2017/10/07 meftah555@gmail.com
Abstract

One of the questions which have been the special of Christian as well as the
followers of the other religions is what reference source should be used to
understand the idea of faith and formulate theological teachings? An
investigation into Christian's works shows that they use four sources to
expound and establish their doctrines and teachings, the Bible, tradition,
intellect and experience. But theses reference sources do not have the same
status among the different groups, and the degree of the credibility and
authority of each source is different. A study of Christian theology shows
that the position of each in theological system is determined by the
relationship of that source with divine illumination. For instance, Christian's
belief that there is a special relationship between the Bible and divine
illumination has led them to have this holy book as the main source of
theology. But, in modern time the Bible is open to criticism and its authority
is questioned and so some people consider intellect or experience as the
main source of Christian theology. Presenting an account of the position and
role of these sources in Christian theology, this paper seeks to explain the
basis and scope the authority of these sources.

Key words: Christian theology, the Bible, tradition, intellect, experience,
authority.
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Abstract

Paradise as a Common Concept to the Qur'an and the Bible

Azadeh Abbasi / Assistant Professor of the Quran and Hadith Sciences, Shahr-e Rey (College of Tehran)

Abbasi.a@qghu.ac.ir
Received: 2017/09/06 - Accepted: 2018/02/18

Abstract

According to the teachings of divine religions, people’s life continues after
death. Although the belief in resurrection physical or spiritual is considered as
one of the important pillars of divine religions, the attitude to the way of life in
the hereafter is different. As one of the important constituents of the life in the
hereafter, paradise is one of the doctrines about which Islam and Christianity
have a lot in common. Paradise is the abode in which the righteous are
admitted. Although divine religions explicitly mention the high position of
paradise, they do not say what its place look like. There are many differences of
opinion about the issue of marriage in paradise. Although, have a lot in
common about Adam and Eve's paradise divine religions, there are many
different of opinion between them about what is looks like. This research seeks
to discuss the similarities and differences of opinion between Islam and
Christianity about paradise. The dubious idea which the presented paradise in
the Qur'an is consistent with the desire and lust of era of revelation is rejected.

Key words: divine religions, Islam, Christianity, paradise, blessings of
paradise.
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