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Abstract

One of the most fundamental doctrines in salvationism is the concept of
the savior. Like other Gnostic religions, according to the Manichaean
religion, the salvation of human depends on acquiring illumination
knowledge; the knowledge is obtained through discovery and various
factors play a key role in reaching this position- including the savior. The
texts remaining from the Manichaean religion variously mention the
Savior and his role in saving mankind; but depending on the preaching
geography, different referents are introduced for this teaching. According
to the researches done on this topic, "Jesus" and "Manohmed Roshan" are
often mentioned. This article aims to analyze the nature and function of
the savior and its various referents in Manichaeism considering Manichae
mythology and scriptures. Since Manichaeism has complex eclectic
themes, a research on the idea of the Savior can help to clarify which
religion or sect did Mani have in mind when explaining the savior.

Keywords: Manichaeism, Gnostic rituals, Manichaean mythology,
Salvationism, Savior.
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